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Police Chief Thomas Jackson discuss.es the fatal shooting of Michael Brown during a news conference in Ferguson, Mo., in August 2014. Jackson, who has become 
the focus of bitter complaints over racial profiling by his department, announced his resignation on Wednesday. March 19. 

(Whitney Curtis,' The New York Times} 


JOHN ELIGON 
© 2015 New York Times 
FERGUSON Mo. - The em¬ 
battled police chief of 
Ferguson, the focus of bit¬ 
ter c Gm plaints of racial 
discrimination within his 
department that turned 
snto national protests af¬ 
ter one of his white officers 


fatally shot an unarmed 
black teenager last August, 
has stepped down. May¬ 
or James Knowles III said 
Wednesday at a news con¬ 
ference. 

The resignation will be ef¬ 
fective March 19, Knowles 
said, and 'he job will be 
titled temporarily while a 


search is conducted for a 
successor. 

The chief, Thomas Jackson, 
who took over the Fergus 
son Police Department five 
years ago, becomes the 
latest high-ranking city of¬ 
ficial to fall in the wake of 
a scathing Justice Depart¬ 
ment report that accused 


the city of using its Munici¬ 
pal Court and police force 
as moneymaking tools that 
routinely violated constitu¬ 
tional rights and dispropor¬ 
tionately targeted blacks. 
The municipal judge and 
city manager, as well as 
the top court clerk and two 
police supervisors, have 


stepped down in the wake 
of the report’s release last 
week. 

Jackson will receive a 
severance payment of 
about $96,002 along with 
health insurance for a year, 
Knowles said. Lt. CoL 

Continued on page 4 
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Iran parliament speaker in Qatar tries to allay Arab concern 


ABDULLAH REBHY 
Associated Press 
DOHA. Qatar (AP) — In an 
attempt to allay Arab con¬ 
cerns about his country’s 
role in the region, Iranian 
Fariiament Speaker Ali Lark 
fons said Wednesday that 
Tehran’s assistance _ o the 
fraqi people in confront¬ 
ing the extremist islamic 
State group, has prevented 
more countries from being 
threatened by IS terrorism. 
Lariiam spoke Wednesday 
at a press conference in 
the Qatari capita! of Doha 


after meeting with Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha¬ 
mad AkThani; a day earlier 
he met Kuwaiti ruler Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
Iran shares the world’s larg¬ 
est gas field with Qatar in 
the Fersian Gulf, and has 
economic relations with 
Kuwait. 

He said that Tehran was 
asked by Iraq’s govern¬ 
ment to help them fight the 
IS group, which has taken 
over about a third of Iraq 
and neighboring Syria, Iran 
and the Shiite militias it sup¬ 


ports are leading the battle 
to dislodge the militant Is¬ 
lamic group from the Iraqi 
city of Tskrst. Its increasingly 
hands-on role in Iraq has 
bolh left the U.S. and Gulf 
Arab nations wary as they 
carry out their own parallel 
campaign against IS fight¬ 
ers. Larijani said he spoke 
with Qatar’s emir about 
the security situation in Lib¬ 
ya, Syria. Iraq and Yemen, 
where a re be Shiite group 
has overrun the capital. 
Qatar and Kuwait are 
members of a six-nation 


bloc of Gulf Arab countries 
thal have accused Iran of 
interfering in neighboring 
Yemen. In an apparent 
reference to regional rival 
Saudi Arabia, Larijani said 
the crisis in Yemen should 
not be handled with bias 
against certain groups, but 
through dialogue. 

Some media in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia have suggested that 
Iran sent military personnel 
to Yemen to help the rebels 
overthrow the Saudi and 
U.S.-backea Yemeni presi¬ 
dent — who has since fled 


to the southern port city of 
Aden. Larijani insisted that 
Iran has no ground forces 
in Yemen, 

He also downplayed re¬ 
cent comments by Ali 
Ycunesi, one of more than 
a dozen advisers to Iranian 
President Hasson Rouhani. 
Ycunesi was quoted in Ira¬ 
nian media on Sunday say¬ 
ing iron and Iraq are united 
and essentially part of Teh¬ 
ran’s sphere of influence, 
Larijani said Iran’s policy is 
based on peaceful co-ex- 
istence and Islamic unity.Q 


IMF approves $17.5 billion credit program for Ukraine 



Ukrainian Preside nl Petro Para she nka, right, and Swedish Prime Minister Stef an Lotven shake hands 
during the meeting in Kiev, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 11,201S. 

(AP Phote/Sergei Chuzavkev) 


PETER LEONARD 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — The 

international Monetary 
Fund agreed Wednesday 
to extend $17.5 bilion in 
oans to Ukraine as part of 
a program designed to pull 
the country back from the 
verge of economic col¬ 
lapse. 

IMF managing director 
Christine Lagarde sard in 
a statement that the new 
four-year extended ar¬ 
rangement will supporl 
economic stabilization and 
wide-ranging reforms in 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine's Finance Minis-er 
Natalie Jaresko said earlier 
m the day that the govern¬ 
ment expected to receive 
$5 billion from the IMP in the 
“coming days.” 

Credit is being extended 
on condition that the gov¬ 
ernment in Kiev implements 
deep structural reforms 
and slashes government 
spending. 

On Tuesday, Ukrainian 
President Retro Porosh- 
enko signed off on legis a- 
tive measures to drastically 


it. - 







reduce spending and also 
approved changes to the 
tax system. 

“This fully carries out 
Ukraine’s side of the agree¬ 
ments that were reflected 
in a memorandum with 
the IMP,” Poroshenko said 


Wednesday at a joint press 
conference in Kiev with 
Swedish Prime Minister Ste¬ 
fan Lofven. 

L ag a rd e ha lie d U krain e’s 
"strong commitment to re¬ 
form.” 

“They have maintained fis¬ 


cal discipline in very difficult 
conditions, allowed the ex¬ 
change rate to adjust, and 
have increased retail end- 
user prices for gas.” she 
said in a statement. 
Lagarde said measures 
would be taken to help 


cushion the poorest from 
the impact of adjustments. 
In Washington, the White 
House welcomed the IMF’s 
deans io n. 

“The United States is work¬ 
ing alongside international 
partners to provide Ukraine 
with the financial support 
it needs as it continues to 
take steps thal will trans¬ 
form the Ukrainian econ¬ 
omy and strengthen its 
democracy,” White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
said in a statement. 

Utility prices have risen 
across the board in recent 
weeks and inflation has 
taken large chunks out sal¬ 
aries. 

The government budget 
for 2015 ts based on what 
many analysts believe is an 
optimistic projection of a 
5.5 percent contraction in 
the economy, 

Ukraine’s economy, al¬ 
ready hamstrung by crip¬ 
pling bureaucracy and 
corruption, has been fur¬ 
ther burdened by the war 
in Ihe east with Russiarv 
bac k e d s e pa ra! is ts. Q 


Dutch must compensate Indonesian war widows, children 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE Netherlands 
(AP) — The Dutch govern¬ 
ment must pay compen¬ 
sation to widows and chil¬ 
dren of Indonesian men 
summarily executed in their 
country’s war for indepen¬ 
dence, according to a 
court ruling Wednesday 
that could open the door 
to many more claims. 


The case is the latest legal 
battle to focus on atroci¬ 
ties committed by Dutch 
forces in Indonesia’s bitter 
war for independence in 
the 1940s. 

The Hague District Court 
ruled that nine elderly 
women who live in Indo¬ 
nesia and weren’t presenl 
for the decision are widows 
““of men unlawfully execut¬ 
ed under the responsibly 


of the Dutch state” and are 
entitled to damages. 

The nine widows already 
have reached setflements 
with the government and 
received payments of 
20.000 euros ($21,144), their 
lawyer Liesbeth Zegveld 
said. 

The court said 14 other 
claims have to be further 
investigated. 

Judges rejected the gov¬ 


ernment’s argument that 
the cases couldn’t go 
ahead because the statute 
of limitations had expired. It 
also ruled that the children 
of executed men are en¬ 
titled io compensation. 
“There is no good reason in 
the law to exclude the chil¬ 
dren, which is a huge step 
forward,”said Zegveld. 

In 2013, the Dutch govern¬ 
ment apologized for atroci¬ 


ties committed by its forces 
in fighting between 1945, 
when Indonesia declared 
its independence from 
Dutch colonial rule, and 
1949, when Ihe Nether¬ 
lands finally recognized In¬ 
donesia's independence. 
The Dutch foreign minis¬ 
try said it was studying the 
judgment, but added it 
"wants to carefully deal 
with all c aims. Q 
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US general: US worries about Iran-backed militias in Iraq 


DEB R1ECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

ran is playing a he pful 
role against Islamic State 
militants in Iraq now, but 
once the extremists are 
vanquished. Tehran- 

backed militias could 
undermine efforts to 
unify the country, the 
top U.S. military officer said 
Wednesday. 

Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey told lawmakers 
that any move to counter 
IS is a ‘positive thing.” But 
he said there are worries 
about whether those Shiite 
mi itias wil ate? turn against 
Sunni or Kurdtsh Iraqis and 
hamper efforts to bridge 
ethnic and politica! 
divisions thal have made 
peace e usive in Iraq, 

“We are all concerned 
about what happens after 
the drums stop beating 
and 151L is defeated, and 
whether the government 
of Iraq wilt remain on 
a path to provide an 
inclusive government for alt 
of th e v arious g roups within 
it," Dempsey said, using an 
acronym for the militant 
group, 

The chairman of the 
Jount Chiefs of Staff said 
officials are watching to 
see whether ihe militias, 
after recapturing lost 
ground, “engage in acts 
of retribution and ethnic 
cleansing.” At this pent, 
“there no indication that 
that is a Widespread event." 
Dempsey joined Secretary 
of State John Kerry and 
Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter in testifying for 
more than three hours at 
a Senate foreign Relations 
Committee hearing called 
to examine President 
Barack Obama’s proposal 
for new war powers to 
tight IS, which holds about 
one-third of Iraq and 
neighboring Syria. 

The Republican committee 
chairman, Sen. Bob 
Corker,, lamented that 
Obama’s proposal does 
not give the U.S, military 
clear authority to defend 
moderate forces training 
for the Syrian fight from 
the bombing risk by troops 

oyaf to Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, 

Dempsey cited “active 
discussion” about the kind 


of support "we would 
supply once the new Syrian 
forces are fielded.” 

Carte? Safer fold reporters 
at the Pentagon lhat 
the U.S. will have “some 
obligation” to support the 
moderates as they take 
on IS and face possible 
attacks from Assad. 

“We all understand that,” 
Carter said. “And we’re 
working through what 
kinds of support and 
under what conditions we 
would do so, to include 
the possibility that even 
though they’re trained 
and equipped to combat 
ISIL they could come into 
contact with forces of the 
Assad regime." Carter and 
Dempsey's. comments 
opened the door to 
possible U.S. military action 
against Assad forces, 
if needed, to protect 
moderate rebels during a 
clash with regime troops. 
Obama has ruled out U.S, 
troops in ground combat 
in Syrsa. 

On the issue of new 
powers to fight IS, the 
three witnesses defended 
the proposal that Obama 
submitted to Congress 
last month. The legislation, 
once finalized, would set 
up the first war vote in 
Congress in 13 years. 

Carter said Obama’s draft 
would allow U.S. military 
force against IS for three 
years. That would give 
the next president and 
Congress the chance to 
reauthorize it, if needed. 
He said there are no 
geographical restrictions 
included in Ihe proposal 
because IS has shownssgns 
of activity beyond Syria 
and Iraq. Under Obama's 
proposal, the fight could 
extend to any “closely 
related success or entity" to 
IS. The administration hors 
ruled out any “enduring” 
offensive combat 

operations. Carter said the 
plan “does not authorize 
long-term. large-scale 
offensive ground combat 
operations like those we 
conducted in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, because 
our strategy does not call 
for them, 1 ’ Carte? said. 
“Instead, local forces 
must provide the enduring 
presence needed for an 
enduring viclory.”Q| 



Joint Chief Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington^ Wednesday, 
March 11, 201S, before the Senate foreign Relation Committee. Three of America's top national 
security officials face questions on Capitol Hill about new war powers being dratted to fight Islamic 
state militants, Iran’s sphere of influence and hotspots across the Mideast. 

(AP Photo/Pablo MartinezMonsivais) 
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Ferguson police chief resigning amid criticism 


Continued from Front 


Alan Eickhoff, who joined 
the force in August, will 
serve as interim chief, She 
mayor sard. 

Questions, however, re¬ 
main over the future of the 
city's Police Department. 
Some residents and politi¬ 
cal leaders have said that 
it should be dissolved and 
that the St. Louis County 
Police Department should 
take over, as it has with 
other surrounding munici¬ 
palities. Four of Ferguson's 
54 police officers are black. 
Ferguson officials must still 
decide whether they wiil 
reach a settlement with 
the Justice Department or 
go to court to challenge 
some of the reforms that 
federal officials have re¬ 
quested be made to the 
Police Department and 
Municipal Court. 

From the time that Officer 
Darren Wilson fatally shot 
Michael Brown, Jackson 
has been under intense 
scrutiny. 

He said in the early days 
of unrest that he felt his 
department had a good 
relationship with the com¬ 
munity, But many residents 
of Ferguson and surround¬ 
ing communities used She 
killing as a springboard to 
raise larger issues of dis¬ 
criminatory policing and 
judicial actions that they 
said had been rampant 
in Ferguson and nearby 
towns for years. 

Last year, after the Missouri 


State Police took charge 
of the city's policing dur¬ 
ing the sometimes violent 
demonstrations and calm 
re turned bile fly to the city's 
streets, Jackson released 
surveillance footage that 
appeared to show Brown 
robbing a convenience 


apology to Brown’s family. 
That same night, he at¬ 
tempted to join demonstra¬ 
tors in the streets, Put only 
worsened tensions. 

In the months following 
Brown’s death, local and 
federal officials tried to get 
Jackson to step aside, but 


the report said that black 
motorists and pedestrians 
received a disproportion¬ 
ately high number of those 
tickets. 

"City and poisee leadership 
pressure officers to write 
citations, independent of 
any public safety need. 



Tatiana Johnson, light, chats with Demetrius Falters an while working at the Prime Time Barbershop 
an West Florissant Avenue in Fergusan, Mo., March 7, £015. For all the sweeping changes following 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, Ferguson is in many ways still a city in trauma. "You tty to 
forget about it. but in some kind of way — conversation or some kind of way — it’s going to come 
up," said Johnson. 

(Whitney Curtis/The Mew York Times) 


store shortly before he was 
killed. That revelation re¬ 
united tensions, and new 
clashes between police 
and protesters ended with 
clouds of tear-gas. 

About a month and a half 
after Ihe shooting, Jackson 
tried to calm tensions when 
he released a videotaped 


he staunchly refused, 
fhe chief’s reputation was 
dealt another blow in Ihe 
Justice report, which said 
that, at the urging of Fer¬ 
guson’s manager and fi¬ 
nance director, Jackson 
sought to meel revenue 
goals through increased 
ticketing. Data cited in 


and rely on citation pro¬ 
ductivity to fund the City 
budget,” the report said. 
Ihe Justice Department 
also said that Wilson broke 
no federal crimes in Ihe 
shooting. 

In an email from March 
2010, the year Jackson 
took his post, Jeffrey Blume, 


the city’s finance director, 
wrote to Ihe chief that “un- 
ess ticket writing ramps up 
significantly before the end 
of the year, it will be hard 
to significantly raise collec¬ 
tions next year. What are 
your thoughts?” according 
to the report. 

Ihe chief responded I hat 
fines would increase once 
the city hired more officers 
and that he was consider¬ 
ing a different shift sched¬ 
ule that would put more 
officers on the street to irv 
crease traffic enforcement. 
Ihe following year, when 
Jackson reported to John 
Shaw, then the city marv 
ager. that court revenue 
for February 2011 was more 
than $179,000, the high¬ 
est monthly tolal in four 
years, Shaw responded nn 
an email, “Wonderful!” the 
Justice report said. 

On the day the Justice re¬ 
port came out, the city fired 
its Municipal Court clerk for 
having sent racist emaiis 
that were outlined in the re¬ 
port: two police supervisors 
ater resigned for also hav¬ 
ing sent racist emails, 

A few days later, the mu¬ 
nicipal judge, Ronald J. 
Brockmeyer, resigned as 
fhe state moved al of Fer¬ 
guson’s cases to be han¬ 
dled by a state appellate 
judge. And on Tuesday, 
ihe City Council voted 7-0 
in favor of a “mutual sepa¬ 
ration’’ with Shaw, who as 
manager, was the city's 
chief executive for eight 
years.Q 

































U.S. NEWSI * 5 


THURSDAY 12 MARCH 2015 



SIDEBAR 



OPEN GAILY FOP BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS 

SUNDAY ■ THURSDAY FROM 8:00 AM ■ MIDNIGHT 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY FROM 0:00 AM -1:00 AM 



DAILY SPECIALS 
FREE & AMPLE PARKING 
£ FIAT SCREENS 
BARREL AGED COCKTAILS 


FREE WIFI 

& ICE-COLD DRAFT GEERS 

KID'S MENU SKIDS CORNER 

ARUBA'S LARGEST BOURBON SELECTION 


barrel aged 

COCKTAILS 


LOCATED DOWNTOWN QFANJESTAD AT RENAISSANCE [SEAPORT) MARKETPLACE ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
TEL: +297 833 581 1 EMAIL: INFO@SIDEBARAROBA.CDM WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 


^3 fcj 


US fraternity member: Racist chant was ‘horrible mistake’ 



University of Oklahoma students march to the new doted University of Oklahoma's Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity house during a rally in Harman, Okla., Tuesday, March 10, 20 IS. The university's 
president expelled two students Tuesday after he said they were identified as leaders of a racist 
chant captured on video during a fraternity event. (AP Photo/sue Ogrocki) 


DALLAS (AP) — A former 
University of Oklahoma fra¬ 
ternity member who was 
shown in a video chanting 
a racial slur has issued an 
apology, as have the par¬ 
ents of a second student. 
The apologies came after 
GU President Oavid Boren 
expelled the two students 
who appeared to be lead- 
sng She chant. He did not 
release their names. Boren 
said others involved would 
face discipline. 

Protests and rallies have 
been held every day on 
the campus in Norman 
since the release ear ier this 
week of the video. 

The chant referenced 
lynching and indicated 
black students would nev¬ 
er be admitted to Oil's 
chapter of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. A fraternity is a so¬ 
cial organization of male 
college students. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
former Oil student Parker 
Rice called the incident 
“a horrible mistake” and 
"a devastating lesson” for 
which he is ^seeking guid¬ 
ance on how I can learn 
from this and make sure it 
never happens again.” 

“1 am deeply sorry for 
what I did Saturday night,” 
Rice sand in a statement 
emailed to the Associated 
Press by his father. HH was 
wrong and reckless,” 

A Dalias-area advocacy 
group, the Next Genera- 
lion Action Network, said 
a peaceful protest was 
planned at Rice’s family 
home. 

The Rev. Dominique Al¬ 
exander, who leads the 
group, said protesters want 
to send a message: “We ’re 
not going to stand for 
that.” 

Dallas police Maj. Jimmy 
Vaughan police will moni¬ 
tor the protest and make 


sure traffic isn’t blocked 
along the residential street. 
Officers and media have 
been at the house, but the 
family doesn’t appear to 
be there, 

Meanwhile, the parents 
of another student seen in 


i. Me COMBS 
L WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 

vote by Utah lawmakers 
to bring back executions 
by firing squad is Ihe most 
dramatic illustration yet of 
the nationwide frustration 
over bungled executions 
and shortages of lethal-in¬ 
fection drugs. 

Utah and several other 
states are scrambling to 
modify their laws on the 
heels of a botched Okla¬ 
homa lethal injection last 
year and one in Arizona 
in which the condemned 


the video, Levi Pettit, re¬ 
leased a statement saying, 
“he made a horrible mis¬ 
take. and will live with the 
consequences forever.” 
Rice said in hes statement 
that he withdrew from the 
university Monday. The 


man took nearly two hours 
to die.Meanwhile. Texas 
executed a Mexican mafia 
hit mi an Wednesday eve¬ 
ning with its second-to-last 
dosage of drugs. 

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
has declined to say if he 
will sign the firing-squad 
bill, a decision that’s not 
expected for a week or so. 
“States are wondering 
which way to go. and one 
way is to send up a warn¬ 
ing dag that if you don't 
a Low usfreedom in this 
lethal-injection area, we’l 
do something else.” said 
R ic hard Dieter, executive 


statement from Pettit’s par¬ 
ents did not address his sta¬ 
tus with the university, 

Rfce said threatening calls 
to his family have prompt¬ 
ed them to leave their 
Texas home. He said Sat¬ 
urday’s incident was “likely 


director of the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C-based Death 
Penalty information Cen¬ 
ter, which opposes capital 
punishment. “This might be 
a message rather than a 
preferred route of punish¬ 
ment.” 

States have struggled to 
keep up their drug invento¬ 
ries as European manufac¬ 
turers opposed to capital 
punishment refuse to sell 
the components of lethal 
injections to U.S. prisons. 
The Texas deadline is the 
most imminent but other 
states are struggling, too. 
The Utah bit’s s ponsor, Rep, 


was fueled ay alcoho 
but “that’s not an excuse,” 
“Yes, the song was taught 
to us. but that too doesn’t 
work as an explanation. 
It’s more important to ac¬ 
knowledge what I d>d and 
what I didn’t do,1 dsdn’tsay 
l no,’” his statement said. 
Pettit’s parents, Brody and 
Susan Pettit, said in a state¬ 
ment posted online that 
their son “is a good boy, 
but what we saw in those 
videos is disgusting.” The 
Pettits apologized “to the 
entire African-American 
community jandj Univer¬ 
sity of Oklahoma student 
body and administration.” 
Also Tues day, B e auto n 
Gilbow, the fraternity's 
“house mom,” issued a 
statement that addressed 
a video from 2013 show¬ 
ing her repeating a racial 
slur as music plays in the 
background. Gilbow said 
she was singing along to 
a song. -She saxd she was 
“heartbroken” by the por¬ 
trayal that she was rac¬ 
ist bul understood how 
the video must appear in 
the context of the week’s 
events Q 


Paul Ray, argues that a 
team of trained marksmen 
is faster and more humane 
than the drawn-out deaths 
involved when lethal injec¬ 
tions go awry. 

Though Utah’s next execu¬ 
tion is probably a few years 
away, Ray said Wednes¬ 
day that he wants to settle 
on a backup method now 
so authorities are not rac¬ 
ing to find a sautron if the 
drug shortage drags on. 
Opponents, however. saEd 
firing squads are a cruel 
holdover from another era 
and will earn the state inter¬ 
national condemnation.^ 


Firing squad vote shows frustration with drug shortages 
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Secret Service investigating agents’ crash near White House 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Homeland Security De¬ 
partment is investigating 
two senior Secret Service 
agents accused of crash¬ 
ing a car into o White 
House security barrier, an 
agency spokesman said 
Wednesday, in the latest 
embarrassment for the 
agency tasked with pro¬ 
tecting the president. 
Secret Service spokes¬ 
man Robert Hoback said 
recently appointed Di¬ 
rector Joseph Clancy 
has been briefed on the 
March 4 incident. Clancy 


has asked the Homeland 
Security Department's In¬ 
spector General's Office 
to investigate the inci¬ 
dent, 

Hoback aid not provide 
additional details. 

The agency said the two 
agents have been reas¬ 
signed to non-supervisory, 
non-operational jobs. 

The Washington Post first 
reported the investigation 
Wednesday afternoon. 
The newspaper reported 
that the agents drove a 
government car into a 
security barrier near the 
White House after a nigh! 
of drinking. 


The Post reported lhat 
one of the agenls in¬ 
volved is Mark Connolly., 
the second-in-command 
on President Barack 
Obama's security detail. 
The nevwpaper identi¬ 
fied the other agent as 
George Ggilvie, a senior 
supervisor in the Washing¬ 
ton field office. 

The leaders of the House 
Oversight and Govern¬ 
ment Reform Committee 
— Republican chairman 
Jason Chaffetz and top 
Democra! Elijah Cum¬ 
mings— issued a state¬ 
ment Wednesday eve¬ 
ning saying, ‘The fact 


that this event involved 
senior-level agents is not 
only embarrassing but ex¬ 
hibits a clear lack of judg¬ 
ment in a potentially dan¬ 
gerous situation, 11 
In the last six months, sev¬ 
eral top agency officials, 
including former Direc¬ 
tor Julian Pierson, have 
been forced oul amid 
revelations of multiple, se¬ 
rious presidential security 
breaches. In September, 
a Texas man armed with 
a knife was able to climb 
a White House fence and 
run deep into the execu¬ 
tive mansion before be¬ 
ing apprehended. 


An internal investigation 
and an outside panel re¬ 
port both described seri¬ 
ous problems within the 
agency. 

A four-member panel of 
former senior governmeni 
officials concluded in a 
rep or! released last year 
that the agency was too 
insular and starving for 
leadership. 

The panel recommend¬ 
ed on agency outsider 
to replace Pierson, but 
Obarna earlier this year 
lapped Clancy, a retired 
agent who led the agen¬ 
cy on an interim basis af¬ 
ter Pierson’s ouster.Q 


1 Black Hawk crashed in fog, killing 11; Another turned back 



Deputy Richard Al&y, public information officer for the Santa Rota County Sheriffs Office, 
is surrounded by cameras as he speaks to reporters at command post in Navarre, fits., 
Wednesday, March 11,2015 about ongoing search efforts for an Army black Hawk helicopter 
that crashed Tuesday evening near this Florida panhandle community. (AP Photo/Devon Ravine) 


MELISSA GABRIEL 
Associated Press 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Flor¬ 
ida (AP) —'Searchers strug- 
gled Wednesday to find the 
seven Marines and four sol¬ 
diers killed when a helicop¬ 
ter crashed, hampered by 
the same fog that plagued 
a nighttime training mission. 
A second helicopter turned 
back safely shortly before 
the wreck, which left debris 
washing ashore along the 
Florida coast, officials said. 

M i lit a ry of ft c late haven T t 
said what caused the crash 
of the UH-60 Black Hawk, 
but the weather was bad 
enough for the other crew 
tc return to land, said Maj. 
Gen, Glenn H. Curts, adju- 
lant general of the Louisi¬ 
ana National Guard. 

The helicopter that crashed 
had a veteran that served 
multiple tours in Iraq and 
helped humanitarian mis¬ 
sions after Gulf Coast hurri¬ 
canes and the BP oil spill. 
They were carrying uncon¬ 
ventional warriors from the 


Marines Special Operations 
Command. Like the Army T s 
Green Berets and the Na¬ 
vy's SEALs, they were highly 
trained to endure grueling 
conditions and sensitive 
assignments on land and 


al sea, from seizing ships 
to special reconnaissance 
missions and direct action 
inside hostile territory, 
Tuesday night's training in¬ 
volved practicing ‘'insertion 
and extraction missions,” 


using small boats and he¬ 
licopters to get troops into 
and out of a target site, said 
Capt. Barry Morris, spokes¬ 
man for the Marine Corps 
Special Operations Com¬ 
mand at Camp Lejeune, 


North Carolina. 

President Barack Obama 
expressed his condolences 
to the families and said he’s 
confident of a detailed and 
thorough investigation, said 
his spokesman, Josh Ear¬ 
nest. 

Kim Urr, 62 , who works at 
the Navarre Beach camp¬ 
ground near the Eglin Air 
Force Base training area, 
said she heard a strange 
sound, followed by two ex¬ 
plosions around B:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, 

l 1t sounded like something 
metal either being hit or 
fatling over, that's what if 
sounded like. And there 
were two booms afterward, 
similar to what you hear 
with ordnance booms, but 
more muffled,” Urr said. 
Human remains were 
found Wednesday before 
the weather deteriorated 
again, end ail 1 1 service 
members were presumed 
killed. But rt was still consid¬ 
ered c search and rescue 
miss ion . □ 
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US Financial Fronf: 

Wall Street bonuses rose just 2 percent in 2014 


WILLIAM ALDEN 
©2015 Mew Y ark Times 

Wall Street bonuses just 
aren't what they used to 
be. 

As the industry’s profits de¬ 
clined. the average bonus 
for Wall Street employees 
grew just 2 percent in 2014, 
to $172,060.. according to 
a report on Wednesday 
by Thomas P. DiNapoli, the 
New York state comptrol¬ 
ler. Although still large by 
many standards, these bo¬ 
nuses grew far more slowly 
than sn the previous two 
years. 

The sluggish growth re¬ 
flects the challenges still 
facing Wall Street, includ¬ 
ing choppy markets and 
new regulations that have 
reined in profit to some ex- 
lent. The industry added 
2,300 jobs in New York City 
in 2014, after two years of 
job losses, but the number 
of jobs in the sector es still 
much smaller than before 
the 2G0B financial crisis 1 . 

The comptroller’s office 
uses tax withholding data 
fo track Wall Street pay, 
which it says es a crucial 
contributor to the state’s 
economy, A range of busi¬ 
nesses, including restau¬ 
rants and luxury real estate, 
pin their fortunes on Wall 


Street bonuses. DiNapoli 
estimates that each new 
^ob on Wall Street leads to 
the creation of two other 
jobs in other Industries in 
the city. 

This economic engine, 
however, has not exactly 
been humming. The num¬ 
ber of jobs on Wal Street 
last year, 167,000, remains 
below the level of 10B.3OO 
in 2007. according to the 
latest report. While much 
of the city has bounced 
back from the recession, 
Wall Street - traditionally a 
major driver of economic 
recovers - has not ed the 
way. 

DiNapoli struck an optimis¬ 
tic note on Wednesday, 
pointing to the 1.4 percent 
gain in jobs in 2014. though 
he tempered his remarks 
with caution. 

“Maybe we’re seeing a 
delayed resurgence on 
the Street that will con¬ 
tribute !o the economic 
recovery,” he said. But he 
added that it “remains to 
be seen whether this trend 
can and will be sustained 
in the coming year,” 
Bonuses are a closely 
watched barometer of 
Wal I Street’s health, often 
rssing in good times and 
falling when revenue is 


light. In 2013, the average 
bonus rose 19 percent, to 
$169,050, fro mi the previ¬ 
ous year, according to a 
revised estimate by the 


comptroller on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Still, the year-to-year fluc¬ 
tuations of bonuses are 
also influenced by some¬ 
what arcane factors, like 
the widely used policy of 
deferring a portion of com¬ 
pensation. The 2013 figures 


included an unspecified 
amount of pay that had 
been awarded in earlier 
years, making bonuses ap¬ 
pear larger. 


Similarly, the numbers for 
2014 do not include com¬ 
pensation that was award¬ 
ed for that year but not yet 
paid out, The data also fails 
to capture stock options. 
Wall Street’s profits have 
declined for two consecu¬ 
tive years, DiNapolfs office 


found. The total profits for 
the industry - defined as 
the broker-dealer opera¬ 
tions of firms that are mem¬ 
bers of the New York Stock 


Exchange - totaled $16 bil¬ 
lion in 2014, a 4.5 percent 
decline from 2013. 

That es a far cry from 2009, 
when the industry’s profit, 
not adjusted for inflation, 
was more than $60 billion, 
according to the comp- 
troiler’s office. □ 



New York State Com ptro Her Thomas DiNapoli at tiis offices in Albany, N.Y. As Wall street’s profits 
declined, the average bonus for Wall Street employees g-rew just 2 percent in 2014, to $172,360, 
according to a report by DiNapoli. (Nathaniel Arocks/The New York Times) 


FTC sues DirecTV, saying it misled consumers about costs 


REBECCA R. RUIZ 
© 2015 New York Times 

The Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission is suing DirecTV, the 
nation’s largest provider of 
satellite television, saying 
if deceptively advertised 
costs of a two-year service 
promotion to consumers. 

A “substantial portion” 
of DirecTV’s more lhan 
20 million U.-S. subscribers 
were affected, an agency 
spokesman said Wednes¬ 
day. And Jessica L Rich, 


director of the agency’s 
bureau of consumer pro¬ 
tection. said the FTC was 
seeking millions of dollars in 
refunds. 

The agency said that the 
deal was introduced to 
consumers as a one-year 
subscription starting at 
$19.99 a month, but that 
the offer required a two- 
year contract, with esca¬ 
lating monthly' costs and a 
steep cancellation fee. 
“DirecTV sought to lock 


customers in r o longer and 
more expensive contracts 
and premium packages 
that were not adequately 
disclosed.” Edith Ramirez, 
chairwoman of the FTC, 
said in a statement, “It’s a 
bedrock principle that the 
key terms of an offer to a 
consumer must be clear 
and conspicuous, not hid¬ 
den in fine print.” 

DirecTV, which is based in 
California, disputed the al¬ 
legations. 


“The FTC’s decs ion is fiat- 
out wrong, and we will vig¬ 
orously defend ourselves, 
for as long as it takes,” 
Darris Gringeri, vice presi¬ 
dent for public relations of 
DirecTV, wrote in an email. 
“We go above and be¬ 
yond to ensure that every 
new customer receives all 
the information they need, 
mu tiple times, to make in¬ 
formed and intelligent de¬ 
cisions.” 

In She complain!, filed in 


U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Califor¬ 
nia, the agency said that 
DirecTV’s advertsing since 
2007 had ms led subscrib¬ 
ers. 

It also said that DirecTV had 
faied to make clear that 
the cost of service would 
increase by up to $45 a 
month in the second year, 
and ihat consumers would 
pay up to $400 to cancel 
the package before the 
full two years expired.Q 
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American Politics: 

Bush sells his stakes in remaining business commitments 


STEVE EDER 

©2015 Mew ¥ak Times 

Jeb Bush has sold his 
stakes in his two remain¬ 
ing business commit¬ 
ments, his s po k esw oman 


saiid Wednesday, another 
strong signal that the for¬ 
mer Florida governor will 
embark on a campaign for 
pres idenL 

l This was a natural step 
as Gov, Bush transitioned 


his time and focus from 
running hss business to in¬ 
creasing his political efforts 
on behalf of conservative 
candidates and causes,” 
Kristy Campbell his spokes¬ 


woman, said in a state¬ 
ment. 

In one of the transactions. 
Bosh completed the sale of 
his share of Jeb Bush and 
Associates to his son, Jeb 
Bush Jr., who was hss part¬ 


ner in the consulting firm, 
In the other, he stepped 
down as chairman of the 
Britton Hill entities, private 
investment and advisory 
firms, selling his interests to 


an associate. 

Those moves follow his 
resignation ate iast year 
from the boards of Tenei 
Healthcare and Rayonier. 
a fimberand and real es¬ 
tate concern, and end¬ 


ing his work for Barclays, 
where, as a consultant to 
the London-based bank, 
he was making more than 
$1 million a year. Around 
the same time. Bush relin¬ 
quished positions with two 
educational endeavors, in¬ 
cluding fhe Foundation for 
Excellence in Education, 
which he founded. 

As Bush embarks on a likely 
campaign, his portfolio of 
recent business enterprises 
will be closely examined. 
In the past political oppo¬ 
nents have raised the no¬ 
tion that Bush, a son and 
brother of former presi¬ 
dents, gained advantag¬ 
es because of hits famous 
family. 

In ihe 2G12 presidential 
campaign, Mitt Romney's 
Republican competitors as 
well as Democrats made 
the business record of 
Romney, the eventual Re¬ 
publican nominee, a ma¬ 
jor issue, When Bush left the 
Florida governor’s office 
after two terms in 2007, he 
had a net worth of about 
$1.2 million - and confided 
in friends a desire to build 
his personal wealth, which 
he could not do as a pub¬ 
lic servant, in the years 
since, he has been a regu¬ 


lar paid speaker while also 
compiling a sizable portfo¬ 
lio of board appointments 
and business partnerships. 
In 2007, Bush and his son 
storied Jeb Bush and As¬ 
sociates. organizing it as 
an advisory firm thai pro¬ 
vided counsel to a range 
of companies. The former 
governor’s consulting work 
included engagements 
with two doomed busi¬ 
nesses. which have drawn 
scrutiny. 

In one case. Bush served as 
a paid consultant to and 
on the board of a building 
materials manufacturer, in- 
no Vi da, which went bank¬ 
rupt and saw its founder 
sent to prison. In another, 
he worked as an adviser to 
Lehman Brothers, engag¬ 
ing in far-flung efforts to 
save the bank during the 
financial crisis. 

Separately, Bush and as¬ 
sociates formed the Britton 
Hill entities, which through 
an investment arm have 
had positions in energy, 
logistics and real estate. 
The entities had $123.3 mil¬ 
lion in assets, according 
to their most recent regu¬ 
latory filing with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, □ 



jeb Bush, ct former governor at Florida, speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference 
in National Harbor, Md. Bush recently sold his stake in one consulting firm and stepped down as 
chairman of another, a strong signal that he is embarking on a campaign for the White House in 
20! 6. (Jabirt fiotsford. The New York Times) 


Democrats stand by Clinton, but with some reservations 


JULIE PACE 

KEN THOMAS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP> — Dem¬ 
ocrats closed ranks around 
Hillary Rodham Clinton on 
Wednesday after her pub¬ 
lic explanation of her email 
practices — yet party offi¬ 
cials in important election 
states appeared resigned 
to the prospect thal her 
cll-but-certain presidential 
campaign wil be saddled 
with drama and contro¬ 
versy. 

The mood among Demo¬ 
crats around the coun¬ 
try suggested Clinton has 
work to do to bolster party 
enthusiasm as she nears 
the launch of her 2016 
campaign, though there's 
still no sign she’ll face a ro¬ 
bust primary challenge. 
Brady Quirk-Garvan, the 
Democratic Party chair¬ 
man in Charleston, South 


Carolina, said the intense 
focus on Clinton T s use of 
her private email account 
as secretary of state leaves 
him concerned that side 
tss ue s co uld ov e rs had ow 
the party’s message. 

“Every time we talk about 
emails, we aren’t talking 
about how to grow the 
economy and the fact 
that President Obama has 
created jobs for the last 
60 months straight,” Quirk- 
Garvan said. 

Clinton’s closest advisers 
have been quietly reach¬ 
ing out to Democratic 
leaders and other awmak- 
esrs on Capitol Hill, as well 
as influential progressive 
groups, in an effort to allay 
concerns. In conference 
calls over the past week, 
supporters in turn pressed 
Clinton to break her si¬ 
lence on the email disclo¬ 
sures, which she eventually 


did Tuesday in a 20-minufe 
news at the United Nations. 
Even as Clinton’s advsers 
do status checks with wary 
Democrats, her team has 
been moving forward with 
plans to formally announce 
her candidacy next month. 
Newly hired staff members 
are moving to New York, 
where the campaign will 
be headquartered. 

Still, the email issue has es¬ 
sentially servea as the Clin¬ 
ton campaign’s opening 
act, thrusting her squarely 
onto the political playing 
field she has been trying 
to avoid. It’s also provided 
fresh fodder for congressio¬ 
nal Republicans who want 
to keep their investiga¬ 
tions into the 2012 attacks 
in Benghazi, Libya, alive 
through the presidential 
campaign. 

Rep, Trey Gowdy, the 
■South Carolina Republican 


who chairs a House com¬ 
mittee investigating the 
attacks, said Wednesday 
that he wants an indepen¬ 
dent review of Clinton's 
email server. The House 
Oversight Committee also 
said it will seek access to 
the electronic versions of 
Clinton’s emails, not just 
printed copies, and was 
prepared to issue a sub¬ 
poena if necessary. 
However, in a sign that the 
matter isn't shaking up the 
Democratic primary field, 
Clinton has faced no pub¬ 
lic criticism from any of 
the candidates who seem 
most likely to challenge 
her. Former Maryland Gov. 
M art i n O’Malley again 

passed up an opportu¬ 
nity to weigh sn Wednes¬ 
day. In fact, Ihe party has 
spent little lime cultivating 
other potential candidates 
should her bid for the White 


House implode. 

Clinton described her ex¬ 
clusive use of personal 
email as secretary of state 
as a matter of “conve¬ 
nience" and a way to 
avoid using (wo devices. 
She insists she did not vio¬ 
late federal rules requir¬ 
ing government officials 
to preserve written com¬ 
munications involving offi¬ 
cial business and says she 
turned over more than 
3Q,0Q3 work-related emails 
to the State Department 
last year, at the agency’s 
request. 

That email trove represents 
half of the communica¬ 
tions housed on a personal 
server, Clinton said. She 
said that because the rest 
of the emails were person¬ 
al in nature, she got rid of 
them during the process of 
compiling files for the State 
Department, Q 
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Iraqi forces, militias sweep into Islamic State-held Tikrit 


Official doubts 
confessions in 
Nemtsov case 

NEIL MacFAFQUHAR 
©2015 New York Times 
MOSCOW - A member 
of the Kremlin’s advisory 
council on human rights 
said Wednesday that the 
main suspect in the shoot¬ 
ing death o? a high-profile 
opposition figure was most 
likely forced to confess urv 
der duress, and that his Iwo 
cousins sn detention had 
been tortured. 

After visiting the three 
Chechens, who were 
among live suspects impris¬ 
oned Sunday in Lefortovo 
Prison in Moscow, Andrei 
Babushkin, a rights activist, 
said that the men had suf¬ 
fered multiple injuries after 
their arrest. 

In a summary of the visit 
posted on the council’s 
website, Babushkin aka re¬ 
ported th at another man ar¬ 
rested at the same lime as 
Zaur 5. Dadayev, the main 
suspect, had disappeared 
and said that he had asked 
Russia’s top low enforce¬ 
ment agency to account 
for hs whereabouts. 

The 40-member presidential 
council - officially the Coun¬ 
cil Under the President of 
the Russian Federation for 
the Development of Civil 
Society and Human Rights 
- has a reputation for a cer¬ 
tain degree of indepen¬ 
dence and a real interest 
in some human rights issues 
like the treatment of praon¬ 
ers, Not ail members sign 
every statement, but rights 
experts said overall com¬ 
mittee members do seri¬ 
ous, trusted work. The report 
caused an immediate stir 
in the Russian government. 
The Investigative Commit¬ 
tee, which is responsible for 
ooking into the Feb, 27 kill¬ 
ing of the opposition figure, 
Boris Y. Nemtsov, near the 
Kremlin, accused Babushkin 
and Eva Merkacheva, an¬ 
other fights official, of violat¬ 
ing the law. □ 


SAMEEft N. YACQUIS 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
soldiers and allied Shiite 
cnihliamen swept into the 
Islamic State-held city of Ti¬ 
krit on Wednesday, launch¬ 
ing a two-front offensive to 
squeeze extremists out of 
Saddam Hussein's home¬ 
town in a major tes! of the 
troops ’ resolve. 

Explosions and heavy gun¬ 
fire echoed through Tikrit, 
a key way station for Iraqi 
forces trying to expel the 


militants who hold roughly 
a third of the country and 
neighboring Syria. The of¬ 
fensive also wil serve as 
a major crucible for Iraqi 
forces, which collapsed 
under the extremists T ini¬ 
tial offensive last year and 
now face street-bystreet 
fighting in one of the Is¬ 
lamic State group’s biggest 
strongholds. 

Allied Iraqi forces first en¬ 
tered the city through its 
northern Qadisiyya neigh¬ 
borhood, according to vid¬ 
eo obtained by The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Overhead, an 
attack helicopter tired mis¬ 


siles as soldiers and militia¬ 
men laid down heavy ma¬ 
chine gunfire in the neigh¬ 
borhood’s dusty streets as 
downtown Tikril loomed in 
the distance, black smoke 
rising overhead. 

Officials quickly established 
a supply line through the 
neighborhood to reinforce 
troops, Salahudain police 
Brig. Kheyon Rasheed told 
the slate-run Iraqiyya tele¬ 
vision. Authorities offered 
no immediate casualty 
figures, though Iran's state- 


run Press TV satellite chan¬ 
nel reported that a mortar 
attack wounded one of its 
cameramen there. 

A local official in Iraq’s 
Salahudain province con¬ 
firmed that Iraqi troops en¬ 
tered Qadisiyya and raised 
the Iraqi flag over Tikrit’s 
general hospital. He spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
as he was not authorized to 
brief journalists. 

Later Wednesday, allied 
forces also swept into Tikrit 
from Ihe south in a pincer 
movement to squeeze out 
militants, Ihough some sug¬ 
gested many already fled 


in the face of the advance, 
codenamed “At your ser¬ 
vice, prophet of Allah.” 
“The terrorists are seizing 
the cars of civilians trying to 
leave the city and they are 
trying to make a getaway," 
Rasheed said, 

Tikrit, the capital of Saia- 
huadin province, sits on 
the Tigris River about 130 
kilometers |B0 miles) north 
of Baghdad. Several of 
Saddam’s palaces remain 
there, as do remnants of 
his now-outlawed Boat hist 


party. Many believe party 
members assisted the Is¬ 
lamic State group in its of¬ 
fensive last summer. 

After the 2003 U.S.-led in¬ 
vasion of Iraq, insurgenl 
Baathists in Tikrit launched 
attacks on American forc¬ 
es. The same could happen 
to incoming Iraqi forces, 
who already faced snip¬ 
er fire and heavily mined 
roads. 

Taking Tikrit would open a 
supply line for a future op¬ 
eration lo besiege Mosul, 
Iraq’s second-largest city 
that remains under Islamic 
State control. U.S. military 


officials have that said a 
mission to retake Mosul like¬ 
ly will begin in April or May 
and involve up to 25,000 
Iraqi troops. But the Ameri¬ 
cans have cautioned the 
offensive could be de¬ 
layed. Iranian military ad¬ 
visers have been helping 
guide Iraqi forces in their 
advance on Tikrit. Speaking 
Wednesday on Capitol Hill, 
U.S, Gen. Martin Dempsey 
described the militias as 
“Iranian trained and some¬ 
what Iranian equipped." 
Among Ihose directing 
operations rs Iranian Gen. 
Qossem Soleimani, com¬ 
mander of the power¬ 
ful Rev olut ion ary G u ard's 
Quds Force. Frontline im¬ 
ages have emerged of 
the general in recent days, 
showing him smiling in 
plainclothes without a bul¬ 
letproof ves t. 

The overt Iranian role and 
the prominence of Shiste 
militias in the campaign 
have raised fears of pos¬ 
sible sectarian cleansing 
should Tikrit, an overwhelm¬ 
ingly Sunni city, fall to the 
government troops. 
“Iranians will try to calm the 
fears of the Sunnis instead 
of persecuting them be¬ 
cause the Iranian officials 
know that it is in their best 
interest to keep the Iraq 
united,” said Hadi JaSo, a 
Baghdad-based political 
analyst, ’for the Iranians, it 
is easier to dominate one 
country instead of three 
separate states.” 

The U.S. says its allied coali¬ 
tion carrying out airstrikes 
targeting the extremists 
has not been involved in 
the ongoing Tikrit offensive. 
Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi has appealed for 
more aid for his country's 
beleaguered ground forc¬ 
es, though the U.S. spent 
bilbons of do lars train¬ 
ing and equipping Iraq's 
army during its eight-year 
occupation. Q 



Mourners chant sto gam against the Islamic State group during the funeral procession of three 
members of a Shiite group, Asaib Ah I al-Haq, or League of the Righteous, who were killed in 
Tikrit white fighting Islamic militants, in Najaf, 100 miles (160 kilometers) south ot Baghdad, Iraq. 
Iranian-backed Shiite militias and Sunni tribes have joined Iraq's military in a major operation to 


retake Tikril from the Islamic State group. 


(AP Pholo/Jaber ai-Helo) 
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Gunmen stage jewel heist on French highway 


ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — About 15 
g unm e n am bus bed tw o 
vans carrying jewels 
worth trillions on a French 
highway in the dead of 
night, ejecting their drivers 
and speeaing off into the 
Burgundy countryside, 
police said. It was the latest 
of several big jewelry heists 
in France. Unusually this 
lime r the attackers chose 
a moving target instead 
of one of France's many 
high-end jewelry boutiques. 
To pull ii off. experts said, 
the gang must have been 
tightly organized and well- 
informed. possibly thanks 
to an inside source with 
knowledge of the vans 1 
movements. The assailants 
and the jewels remained 
messing Wednesday 

evening, even after 
gendarmes and other 
authorities spent hours 
combing the forests and 
towns southeast of Paris 
around the scene of the 
overnight attack. 

The v ans we re s I o w I ng down 
to approach a toliibooth on 
the A 6 highway connecting 
Paris and Lyon when four 
cars apparently surrounded 
them and forced them 
to stop, a security official 
said. No one was injured, 
and the drivers of the two 
vans were left at the scene 
unharmed, a police official 
said. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not 
authorized to be publicly 
named. The perpetrators 
then escaped in four cars 
and the two vans, which 
police later found burned 


and abandoned about 
50 kilometers (30 miles) 
away, the police official 
said, Forensic investigators 
in white suits examined the 
area around the charred 
vans Wednesday amid 
vineyards in the town 
of Quenne. It's unclear 
where the attackers were 
heading. After hours 


they “don’t usually attack 
trucks.” That network has 
been credited with a series 
of thefts that Interpol says 
have netted more than 
330 million euros since 1999. 
France itself sees about five 
or six jewelry heists a year, 
Bauer said. “That’s actually 
low, historically. Ten or 20 
years ago, we had two or 


across the Seine River 
and they took a hostage 
before surrendering. Last 
month, eight people were 
convicted in connection 
with a spectacular 20GB 
jewel theft at a Harry 
Winston boutique in Paris, 
when three cross-dressing 
gunmen stole about $92 
million in goods, aided by 



flu ml out vans stand he or the Avallon motorway exit in central franco, W e d net day r March If 
2015. A police official says 15 armed assailants attacked two vans on a french highway carrying 
millions of euros worth of jewels, and sped away. The official says the two vans were found burned 
in a forest near the site of the attack, which happened on the Ai highway connecting P arts and 
Lyon. The jewels were not found. 

{AP Photo) 


of searches 
locate them, 
concentrated 
investigation 


failed to 
authorities 
on their 
into the 


attack, which was handed 
to the French police agency 
overseeing organized 
crime. Ho suspects have 
been named. Alain Bauer, 
a professor of criminology, 
said Wednesday's heist 
did not appear to fit the 
pattern of attacks by the 
Pink Panthers gang of 
jewel thieves because 


three times more,” he said. 
The number has diminished 
because French authorities 
have dismantled several 
jewelry theft networks. 
Today, Bauer said, most of 
the teams staging heists in 
France are coming from 
the Balkans or elsewhere 
in eastern Europe. In 
November, two gunmen 
robbed a Cartier jewelry 
boutique in a tony, tourist- 
filled Park neighborhood. 
Poisce chased them 


a security guard. In 2013, 
southeast France was hit 
wi th a spate of jewelry 
thefts, including two in 
Cannes during the city's 
famed fim festival. In one, 
a gunman walked into a 
jewel show at the Carlton 
International Hotel, stc e 
$136 million sn toot, and 
disappeared down a side 
street in one of the most 
lucrative jewelry heists ever. 
Ho one has been convicted 
in the case. □ 


Court scraps Dutch data law on privacy concerns 


THE HAGUE. Netherlands 
(AP) — A judge scrapped 
the Netherlands’ data 
retention law Wednesday, 
saying that white it helps 
s olve crimes it also b?e aches 
the privacy of telephone 
and Internet users. 

The ruling by a judge in 
The Hague followed a 
simiar decision in April by 
the European Union's top 
court that wiped out EU 
data collection legislation 
it deemed too broad and 
offering too few prrvacy 


s af e g u ards ,T he Se c uri ty 
and Justice Ministry said it 
was considering an appeal. 
Under the Dutch law, 
telephone companies 
were required to store 
information about all fixed 
and mobile phone calls for 
a year. Internet providers 
had to store information on 
their clients' Internet use for 
six months,, 

The written judgment 
by Judge G.P. van 
Ham conceded that 
scrapping ihe data 


storage “could have far- 
reaching consequences 
for investigating and 
prosecuting crimes" but 
added that this could not 
justify the privacy breaches 
the law entails. 

The judge did not set a 
deadline for disposing of 
the data. 

Privacy First, one of the 
organizations that took 
the government to court, 
said the ruling "will bring 
to an end years of massive 
privacy breaches" in the 


Netherlands, 

The government said after 
last year’s European court 
ruling that it would amend 
its law. 

In a written statement, the 
Security and Justice Ministry 
said it regretted the court’s 
decision. 

“Providers are no longer 
required to store data 
for investigations," the 
state men! said. “The minis try 
is seriously concerned 
about the effect this will 
have on fighting crsme.’Q 


Berlusconi cheers 
his ‘bunga bunga 
victory, but bitter 

NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — Former Italian 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi 
savored ha court victory 
in the infamous “bunga 
bunga" case Wednesday 
by plunging headfirst into 
politics, saying he's working 
for a better Italy even 
though he remains barred 
from public office. 

Italy’s highest court 
late Tuesday confirmed 
Berlusconi’s acquittal 

on charges he paid an 
unde rag e M o ro c c an 

prostitute for sex and 
then used his influence 
to cover it up. The ruling 
c los e d an e m b orr ass ing 
chapter for Ihe billionaire 
media mogul, exposing 
the raunchy parties at his 
Milan mansion, complete 
with showgirl strip-teases 
and v^ads of cash paid to 
guests in envelopes al the 
end of each party. 
Inaslatement Wednesday, 
Berlusconi cheered the 
decision but expressed 
bitterness “for a case that 
did a lot of damage not just 
to me. my family and other 
innocent people, but to all 
Italians, our public life and 
the image of our country in 
the world.” 

He also praised the 
judges who cleared him 
as “courageous and 
independent"— an unusual 
nod given Berlusconi’s 
frequent complaint that 
Italy’s judiciary ts politicized 
and full of communis Is. 

The Court of Cassation 
decision gave the three- 
time premier a welcome 
boos! for his party, Forza 
Italia, which has been 
lagging in the polk with 
about 14 percent of the 
vole ahead of regional 
elections in May. “Now 
that this sad chapter has 
been archived. I’m back 
with Forza Italia and the 
center-right to buid a 
better, more just and free 
Italy,” Berlusconi said in a 
message to supporters. 
Forza Italia has been 
hobbled by Berlusconi’s 
legal woes, infighting 
and defections. The most 
damning blow came in 
2013, when Berlusconi lost 
his Senate seat due to a tax 
fraud conviction. □ 
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Soy sauce makes ‘miracle’ comeback in Japan 


Flight attendant 
suing Korean Air 
in ‘nut rage’ case 

CHOE SANG-HUN 
©2015 New York Times 
SEOUL, South Korea - A 
Korean Air flight attendant 
who said she was 
abused by an airline vice 
president in what became 
internationally known as a 
case of nut rage has filed 
suit in New York against 
the airline and the former 
executive, who is serving 
a prison sentence in South 
Korea. 

The flight attendant,. Kim 
Do-hee. said she was 
verbally and physically 
assaulted by the executive, 
Cho Hyun-ah. after serving 
he? macadamia nuts on a 
South Korea-bound flight 
that was taxiing at Kennedy 
International Airport on 
Dec. 5. Cho, who said the 
nuts should have been 
served on a plate, ordered 
the plane back to its gate 
so Kim’s supervisor could be 
removed. 

Cho. whose father is Korean 
Air’s chairman, lost her job 
and became an object of 
international scorn after the 
epso de. Last month, a South 
Korean court convicted her 
of violating aviation safety 
law and sentenced her to a 
year in prison. 

Kim’s lawsuit, filed Monday 
in the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York, 
Queens County, seeks to 
hold Cho “civilly responsible 
for the extensive damage 
that she has caused to Ms. 
Kim’s career, reputation, 
and emotsonal well-being,” 
according to a statement 
released Tuesday by her 
lawyers. The suit also alleges 
that Kim was pressured to lie 
to South Korean regulators 
about the incident and 
to appear in public with 
Cho as part of an effort 
to rehabilitate her public 
image.Q 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
RtKUlENTAKATA, Japan 
(AP} — When the tsunami 
warning sounded, workers 
at the two-centuries-old 
soy sauce maker in north¬ 
eastern Japan fan up a 
nearby hill to a shrine for 
safety, and watched in dis¬ 
belief as lowering waters 
swallowed their factory, 
^hey all beSleved the busi¬ 
ness, started in 1BC7, and 
its precious fungal cul¬ 
tures that give soy sauce 
its unique taste were lost 
forever. Everyone except 
for Michihiro Kono, the 
ninth-generation son of the 
founding family. 

Four years later, Yagisawa 
ShotenCo, has beensaved 
through K one's conviction, 
crowd-funding and the un¬ 
expected survival of its vital 
ingredient. 

‘If you don’t give up. no 
matter how painful it gets, 
there will always be away," 
said Kono, 41. 

The March 11, 2011, tsu¬ 
nami killed nearly 19,000 
people and set off melt¬ 
downs at a nuclear plant 
in the prefecture of Fuku- 
shima. n Rikuzentakata. 
Iwate Prefecture, where 
Yagisawa is based, nearly 
1,BD0 people were kilted as 
sweeping waters reached 
as high as 17 meters (55 
feelj. Four years later, some 
4,000 peop e sti I live in tem¬ 
porary housing in Rikuzerv 
taka t a, mostly m akes hit t 
garage-like buildings. 
Taking over as president 
from hrs father shortly af¬ 
ter the disaster, Kono kept 
the company going even 
when it didn't have a single 
product to sell. The tsunami 
wiped out not only Ihe fac¬ 
tory but also the entire in¬ 
ventory. The damage was 
estimated at 220 million 
yen ($2 million]. 

As word of historic Yagisa- 
wa's plight spread, it got a 


lifekne from crowd-funding 
site Music Securities Inc. in 
Tokyo, which raised 150 mil¬ 
lion yen ($1.5 million) from 
sympathizers across the na¬ 
tion. Each supporter gave 
10,000 yen ($100), half of it 
as investment and haft as a 
straight donation. The com¬ 
pany also gol some gov¬ 
ernment aid. 

“We are a company in 
the boondocks and so we 
didn’t know that much 


about crowd-funding. We 
did not have a very good 
image. We thought of take¬ 
overs like vulture funds,” 
said Kono. “But it turned out 
to be a great system for a 
company like us.” 

From the start, Kono kept 
paying the salaries of his 3B 
workers, more than half of 
them women, and initially 
asked them to do volunteer 
work, distributing emergen¬ 
cy food and clothing to tsu¬ 
nami victims. Fie believed a 
person without work would 


lose the mental energy to 
keep going. 

Kiyokc Araki, 55, who lost 
her sister to the tsunami 
and sti Ives in tempo¬ 
rary housing, recalled how 
grateful she was she could 
keep busy. These days, she 
is happily packing boxes 
with bottles of soy sauce for 
shipment, 

A pungent scent wafts 
from the nearby six-ton vats 
filed with the dark sauce. 


Wh at’s w o n de rf ul a bout 
soy sauce-making is that it 
takes so long to make each 
product, each process re¬ 
quiring handcraft-quality 
care, Araki said. 

“And soy sauce is season¬ 
ing every home needs,” 
she said proudly. 

Six other Yagisawa employ¬ 
ees losl a family member 
to the tsunami. One em¬ 
ployee died while doing 
his work as a volunteer fire¬ 
man. 

By May 2011, Yagisawa 


was selling soy sauce 
again, but products made 
by other manufacturers. 
Kono turned an old inn in 
Rikuzentakata into his of¬ 
fice and then busit a new 
factory in a nearby town on 
land vacated by a school. 
It began soy production in 
early 2012. 

But resurrecting Yagisawa’s 
soy sauce flavor would 
not have been possible if 
the original cultures had 


not been found, mainly by 
sheer luck, 

The cultures were in stor¬ 
age at a university medical 
research aboratory where 
Kono had donated them 
for possible cancer-fighting 
research. The lab was de¬ 
stroyed by the tsunami, but 
the containers with the cul¬ 
tures were found nearby by 
its researchers, intact. 

The sauce, made from soy 
beans and wheal, must sit 
for two years before it can 
be sold. Q 



In thii March 2015 photo, Michihiro Kono, president of Yagisawa Sheten Co., holds his com pony's 
soy sauce bottle, named 'the miracle/’ at his company’s new headquarters in Rikuzentakata, 
Iwate Prefecture, northeastern Japan. The traditional soy sauce maker, destroyed by a giant tsu¬ 
nami tour years ago, has made a comeback, defying tsunami-sc ale odds. The secret lies in the 
little white bottle which holds the special ingredients that were passed down for decades. 

(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 
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Mayoral candidate found slain in southern Mexico state 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 

Mexican authorities said 
We d nes. day t hat t hey f o und 
a missrng mayoral candi¬ 
date slain in the southern 
stale of Guerrero, scene of 
the disappearance of 43 
students from a teachers 
college last fall. 

State prosecutors said in a 
statement that the body of 
Aide Nava Gonzalez, the 
leftist Democratic Revo¬ 
lution Party’s candidate 
for mayor of the town of 


Ahuacuotzingo.. was found 
late Tuesday. Celestino Ce- 
sareo, the party’s leader in 
Guerrero, said Nava had 
been kidnapped Morv 
day from a political event. 
Nava’s husband, who had 
been mayor of Ahuacotzirv 
go. was killed last year and 
her son was kidnapped. 
Guerrero is one of several 
Mexican states holding 
eleclions for local positions 
and federal deputies June 
7. The slate has suffered a 


high level of violence attrib¬ 
uted to drug trafficking. In 
September, local police in 
the Guerrero city of Iguala 
abducted 43 college stu¬ 
dents and turned them over 
to a drug gang that kiled 
them and incinerated their 
bodies, federal prosecutors 
allege. The students’ par¬ 
ents and their supporters 
have said they will not allow 
elections to take place in 
Guerrero. 

Elsewhere in the country, in 


a rare attack on Mexico's 
National Statistics Institute, 
two of the agency’s field 
workers were found dead 
in the northern border state 
of Chihuahua. The bodies 
of the two men were found 
in a shallow grave tn the Si¬ 
erra Tarahumora mountain 
township of Urique. 

The two had been hired by 
the institute as survey and 
polling workers for Mexico's 
2015 census and had been 
reported missing March 2. 


The instrtute said Tuesday 
that relatives had identified 
both men’s bodies. While 
the mountains of Chihua¬ 
hua have been the scene 
of frequent drug gang 
violence, statistics institute 
workers had not been tar¬ 
geted previously. However, 
in recent years, violence in 
Mexico has begun lo af¬ 
fect previously untouched 
seclors, including teachers, 
opinion poll employees and 
e nv i ro nm e nta I ins pe c to rs, Q 


Cuba dissident leader expects to survive referendum vote 


ANNE GARCIA 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The head 
of Ihe Cuban dissident 
group the Ladies »n White 
was poised to survive a 
referendum on her lead¬ 
ership Wednesday follow¬ 
ing an internal dispute that 
sparked demands for her 
resignation. 

With more than half of the 
ballots counted. Berta Sol- 
er said she had won sup¬ 
port from 103 members, 
enough to keep her posi¬ 
tion. 

The ballots counted came 
from seven cities outside 
of the capital. Soler said. 
Votes stii were pending 
from 103 members m Ha¬ 
vana, Pinar del Rio and 
Ciego de Avila, but near¬ 
ly all would have to vote 
against Soler to oust her. 

Of the balols already tal¬ 
lied. nine were against Sol¬ 
er and five were counted 
as blank or abstaining. 

’’This is very importonl for 
me,”So er said of Wednes¬ 
day’s vote. ’There are 
many people asking for 
my resignation, and this $ 
a democratic way of rati¬ 
fying my position and de¬ 
ciding whether I can con¬ 


tinue as the representative 
of the Ladies in White.” 

Ihe Ladies in White formed 
following a 2DQ3 crack¬ 
down on Cuban dissenters, 
with the wrves and mothers 
of 75 jai ed activists staging 
weekly marches along a 
Havana boulevard clad in 
white and carrying gladi- 
c as to press for their loved 
ones 1, release. 

While the original activists 
later were freed and most 
of the founders have left 
the group, Ihe Ladies have 
picked up new members 
who continue lo proles I to 
demand democratic re¬ 
form and freedom for othr 
er inmates they consider 
political prisoners. 

Soler came under ques¬ 
tion after a video surfaced 
of Ladies at a December 
meeting shouting down 
Alejandrina Garcia, a 
prominent member who 
had criticized her leader¬ 
ship, 

“Down with traitors!” ’’She 
should leave!” and “We 
don’* want to hear her!” 
they yelled. 

The scene resembled the 
so-called acts of repudia¬ 
tion in which crowds of 
pro-government counter¬ 


protesters gather to hurl 
epilhets at the Ladies in 
White during their march¬ 
es. Members living over¬ 
seas urged Soler to step 
down. 

Last month, she agreed lo 


allow members Wing on 
the island to decide the 
matter in a referendum. 
Garcia said Wednesday 
she still considers herself a 
member of the Ladies, but 


has nol participated in any 
of its actions since the con¬ 
frontation, She accused 
Soler of expelling members 
without justification and 
violating group rules, 

“I don’t agree with what 


Berta is doing. The direc¬ 
tion of the movement has 
gotten lost,” Caraa said, 
“It has become something 
that's much more about 
politics lhan human rights." 


Cuba officially consid¬ 
ers dissidents to be traitors 
bent on undermining the 
communist-run govern¬ 
ment at the behest of for¬ 
eign interests. 

The group was honored 


by fhe European Union in 
2005. receiving its high¬ 
est human rights prize, the 
Sakharov. Laura Pollan, the 
group T s founder and ong- 
tsme eader, died in2Ql l.Q 



Cuban dissident Berta Sel&r, Ladies in White’s spokesperson, speaks to the media during a press 
conference in the Casa de America, in Madrid, Spain. Soler said Wednesday, March 11, 201$, 
that she’s set to survive a referendum on her leadership after an internal dispute. 

{AP PhotoAndres Kudacki) 


Crew was filming when helicopters crashed in Argentina 


PAUL BYRNE 
N. PISARENKO 
Associated Press 
VILLA CASTELLI Argentina 
[AP) — A former French 
Olympic skate? who was 
participating in a real¬ 
ity show in Argentina said 
Wednesday that the crew 
was filming when their !wo 
helicopters collided and 
crashed, killing all 10 on 


board. Philippe Candeloro, 
a two-time Olympic bronze 
medal winner, sa^d when 
the helicopters look off he 
went into the production 
van to get some shade 
because his group of par¬ 
ticipants had ashort break. 
About 30 seconds later he 
heard a loud nose, 

*1 did not see the crash, I 
only heard it — the bang,” 


said Candeloro, who s poke 
in French to reporters near 
the crash site about 730 
miles (1,170 kilometers] 
northwest of Buenos Aires. 
Two Argentine pilots and 
three acclaimed French 
athletes were among the 
10 who died Monday af¬ 
ternoon when the two he¬ 
licopters crashed during 
production of She reality 


television show “Dropped." 
The victims included Olym¬ 
pian swimmer Camille 
Muff at and boxer Alexis 
V as tine as well as pioneer¬ 
ing sailor Florence Arthaud. 
Candeloro said he initially 
thought one of the heli¬ 
copters had a mechanical 
problem, but soon realized 
that whatever happened 
involved both aircraft. 


“I saw black smoke going 
up in two columns and I re¬ 
alized it was not only one 
of the helicopters but both 
of them," he said. 

He said other crew mem¬ 
bers were still in shock. 
“I think we slept better 
Iasi night but always with 
those terrible images in our 
heads when we wake up,” 
he said.Q 















On Eagle Beach: 

O Condominium Offers a Barefoot Lifestyle in an Enclave of Pure Island Cool 


EAGLE BEACH - Situated 
on the edge of one of the 
world's top beaches, and 
just ten minutes from pictur¬ 
esque downtown Granjes- 
tad, is. ihe new ho! address, 
with 20 luxurious ocean- 
front condominiums, fea¬ 
turing spectacular views 
of the famous white Eagle 
Beach sands, crystal clear 
lurquoise waters, and in- 
descent sunsets. 

O Condominium , fust min¬ 
utes from the “happening 11 
Palm Beach and the in¬ 
dulgences of the high-rise 
hotel area, is a premium 
location, as ii offers easy 
access to a great mix of 
shopping, dining, entertain¬ 
ment, gaming, and excit- 
sng n&ghtlsfe, 

n addition, the complex is 
just steps away from a wide 
variety of ocean activities, 
golfing, and the tranquil 
low-rise resort area with its 
pristine beaches. 


Following current trends 
of modernism and mini¬ 
malism, a team of highly 
talented and creative Ar¬ 
chitects, Interior Design¬ 
ers, and Landscape Artists 
created an iconic building 
with lush grounds, excep¬ 
tional services, and a spec¬ 
tacular collection of luxury 
residences, in eight distinc¬ 
tive unit designs, taking full 
advantage of the incom¬ 
parable oceanfront loca¬ 
tion and sunset orientation. 
The happy residents of O 
Condominium will find an 
enjoyable mix of spacious 
Apartment Home living 
with countless luxury ame¬ 
nities in every room. From 



flawless space planning to 
sound attention to detart, 
G Condominium delivers 
a true and comfortable is¬ 
land life haven. 

Some of the spectacular 
design features include 
spacious sun-drenched 


rooms, pa nor ami ic views, 
avant-garde design ele¬ 
ments, and luxury finishes 
for ihe 2-ana 3-bedroom 
residences, ranging in size 
from 129 m2 to 275 m2. 
[ 1.3BB s q ft to 2,960 sq ft) 
Creating what will be the 
first “Boutique” resort-style 
residence compound on 
the Aland’s prestigious Ea¬ 
gle Beach, the developers 1 
vision for Q includes ame¬ 
nities. and services com¬ 
parable to 5-star resort ho¬ 
tels. with an inviting mod¬ 
ern lobby with reception, 
lounge areas, an expansive 
beachfront pool area with 
infinity edge pool, Jacuzzi*, 
lounge chairs, umbrellas. 
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BBQ area, showers, and 
coded date for beach ac¬ 
cess, beside a state-of-the- 
art air-conditioned fitness 
facility with outdoor space, 
spinning bikes, and up-to- 
date gym equipment. 
Some of the services of¬ 
fered by 0 will include con¬ 
cierge & receptson, 24-hour 
Security, optional vacation 
rental program & manage¬ 
ment, maintenance and 
janitorial services, furniture 
packages and related. 

Best of alt, all units are de¬ 
livered turnkey with trendy 
interior design fixtures, con¬ 
temporary European Kitch¬ 
ens. quality finishes, and 
premium architectural ele¬ 
ments. 

Visit the onsite sales office, 
south of the Screaming 
Eagle restaurant, Te (297j- 
596-2200. J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 


minium are also the devel¬ 
opers of Gold Coast Aruba 
a subsidiary of Cos Bon 
Development Group jCcs 
Bon]. Cas Bon is a family- 
owned corporation spe¬ 
cializing in residential com¬ 
munity development and 
consists of local investors 
who have over 16 years of 
real estate experience in 
Aruba, 

The company has devel¬ 
oped more than twelve 
residential communities for 
both the local and visitor 
markets to date, including 
Villa Park Paradera, S ca¬ 
bana Vitas, Villa Park Tanki 
Lendeerf, Seroe Blanco Vil- 


224. Email: sales@£>-eagle- 
beacharuba.com. and be¬ 
come one of the few who 
will experience the bliss¬ 
ful, unparalleled luxurious 
resort living concept that 
awaits G residents. 

About the developers: The 
developers of O Gondo¬ 


las. Bubals Villas, Paramira 
Vitlas, Tanki Lendeerf Vil¬ 
las, and Paradera Villas 
among others, with three 
upscale developments. 
Surfside Vilas, Gold Coast, 
and the most recent 0 
Condominium to their 
credit. Q 
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La Cabana marks fnfernafioncri Women’s Day: 

A Celebration Dedicated to the Women Who “Make it Happen”! 
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Make ftHcippfcin. 


EAGLE tEACH - internatiorv 
al Women’s Day themed 
(his year by the slogan 
“Make it happen,” was 
organized by the Green 
& Health Committee who 
look the opportunity to 
recognize ihe achieve¬ 
ments of women working 
at La Cabana Beach Re¬ 
sort & Casino. 

Committee members 
spearheaded a contest to 
elect the resort’s Woman 
Role Model of the Year, Ail 
associates were encour¬ 
aged to nominate their 
candidate according to 


guidelines set by the com¬ 
mittee. Nominees had to 
oe prepared to assist, smil¬ 
ing, friendly, professional, 
as Roie Models at work 
and in the community. 
After the due selection 
process, Ihe commit¬ 
tee determined that the 
Women who “Make it Hap¬ 
pen” are: Clara Acevedo 
and Nilda Girigori. House¬ 
keeping department: Al¬ 
exandra Werlernan and 
Glenda Brokke-Croes, PBX: 
Janet Reid and Avilia Rid- 
derstaat, Front Desk: Helen 
Werlernan, Executive Of¬ 


fice: Maureen Kelly, Ac¬ 
counting: Ena Vrolijfc. Guesi 
Care: Ros an ne Ro y-v a n 
Rcoij. Human Resources 
and Jessica Franken, Assis¬ 
tant General Manager. 

To announce the results 
and honor nominees, the 
committee prepared a 
meaningful recognition 
program, with committee 
member Frank Sabayo as 
the emcee of the gather¬ 
ing, conducting the pro¬ 
gram with eloquence and 
class. 

Ail nominees were called 
forward to receive a jum¬ 
bo cupcake, a sweet 
treat, a symbol of perse¬ 
verance and satisfaction 
when overcoming barriers 
and reaching goals. Addi¬ 
tionally each nominee re¬ 
ceived redeemable resort 
stars as symbol of prosper¬ 
ity, as well as a commemo¬ 
rative certificate. 

After sharing the remarks 
which inspired the voters 


to elect the winning Role 
Model, the result was an¬ 
nounced, and the winner 
of Woman Rote Model of 
the year for 2D 15 was intro¬ 
duced as Ena Vrolijk, Guest 
Care Department. 

While the emcee read 
quotes symbolizing motiva¬ 
tion and re-enforcing trust, 
Ena received a potted 
plant, symbol of care, de¬ 
votion and dedication: an 
artful letter box, symbol of 
ingenuity and creativity as 
well as a gift representing 
recognition and attention, 
courtesy of Citro Spa, 
Jessica Franken, Assistant 
General Manager dedicat¬ 
ed a few uplifting thoughts 
to ai of the resort’s brilliant 
women and thanked them 
for their contributions to 


the company, our commu¬ 
nity and their families. 
Women are faced with 
many challenges, she said, 
yet they are strong and 
persevere in all situations. 
The Green &. Health Com¬ 
mittee thanked Citro Spa 
for the lovely gift, and also 
expressed gratitude to the 
F&B department for the 
special touches in creating 
the associates’ meals, and 
decorating the room. The 
committee also acknowl¬ 
edged all who “make it 
happen" at the resort and 
wished all remarkable fe¬ 
male associates and all 
remarkable female island 
residents, a wonderful day, 
quoting Mother Therese: 
Give of your Hands lo Serve 
and your Heart to Love. Q 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering o wide variety q( Reloil & Dining Bullets, 
Satan & Spa Services, Souvenirs and mare. 


Gaskin Robbins | Dun kin Dcrnuls Fusion Pin no S Wine Bar 
Juan Valdcr Cofs | Subway | B-GIak | Shalom Body an d Soul 5p 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Souliq ue | The Lazy Li's-ard | The Merkel 

TO F Twist of Flavors 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

. ' ■ ■ 


Open drily lOnm Mam * J.E. Irousquin Blvtl :#47 
583.5000 ■ casinoaEbmbra.com 


Benefift/ng SABA, Sjabururf, and Ambienfe Feliz: 

The Marriott Aruba Care Foundation Makes Special Donations! 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Marriott Aruba Care 
Foundation made a 
special donation to SABA 
- a non-profit retirement 
home - and to Sjabururi 
and Ambiente Feliz - non¬ 
profit foundations aimed 
at guiding people with 
mental imitations to live 


more independently within 
the community. 

The donation consisted of 
a container full of essential 
commodities such as 
pillows, bed sheets, soaps, 
shampoos, conditioners, 
pillow cases and cushions. 
The foundations were 
pleasantly surprised with 


the donalion and the 
associates of Aruba Marriott 
Resort and Stellaris Casino, 
Marriott Ocean and Surf 
Club were very glad to have 
been able to give back to 
the community through 
this initiative. About the 
Marriott Care Foundalion: 
Founded in ''999 by the 



associates of the Aruba 
Marriott, they have been 
actively contributing to 
the Aruba community for 
the past fourteen years. 
It embodies a living and 


breathing sentiment and 
“Spirit to Serve” within 
the associates who fund 
the Foundation through 
direct personal financial 
contributions. □ 
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Victorinox Presents Its ARUBA Limited Edition Classic SD Knife 


OR AN JEST AD - Victorinox 
launched its very special 
Aruba Limited Ebitson Clas¬ 
sic SD knife from the Carit> 
bean Collection featuring 
a vibrant tropical impmt. 
Victorinox is a knife manu- 
facSurer based in the town 
of Ibachj Switzerland, and 
is currently the sole supplier 
of multi-purpose knives to 
the Swiss army. 

This Aruba Linnited Edition ss 
the perfect companion for 
everyone featuring seven 
popular impements, stain¬ 
less steel blades and Swiss 
Mode precision. 

Not only does this knife 
make the perfect souve¬ 
nir, but it brings back great 
memories each time its 
owner pulls out the handy 
too!. 

Get yours today to cel¬ 
ebrate these national holi¬ 
days, only available at Dia¬ 
monds International. 

Visit Dtamonds ntematicrv 
cl downtown in front of the 
bus terminal now and get 
yours today! Q 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merrywaater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words ;fresh seafood" 
really mean. 

What He rby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island, His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called '"Driftwood ! 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of inti LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 200$ 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant This 

authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: S40G -1/2 day * 
5760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d ri ftwood aruba.com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 



















































Seattle Sounders forward 
Clint Dempsey takes a photo 
with a fan's phone after 
the sounders beat the New 
England Revolution 3-G in an 
MLS soccer match, Sunday, 
March S, 2015, in Seattle. 

Associated Press 

Turns out 
MLS never 
finalized 2010- 
14 labor deal 

RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Turns 
out Major League Soccer 
never had a finalized labor 
contract for the last five 
years, □ situation players 
and management hope 
to rectify following their 
agreement in principle 
last week on a new deal 
through 2019. 

The new labor agreement 
increases minimum salaries 
bul cuts the roster size of 
each team from 30 to 29. 
The union says the last few 
players on each side never 
saw much time on the field. 
Players and the eague 
reached a memorandum 
of understanding five days 
before the 2010 season 
opener but never took the 
time to draft a full collective 
bargaining agreement. 
Management and the 
union instead operated 
under the memorandum of 
understanding theysigned. 
which in labor negotiations 
lists the modifications the 
sides agree wilt be made 
to their previous contract. 

Continued an page 
p a g e 22 
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NHL Capsules 

Johnson’s goal in OT lifts Lightning over Canadiens 1 -0 



Minnesota toiEd’i Sean Bergenbeim „ left, at inland, reacts as New Jersey Devils goalie Keith 
Kinkctid gets hit with the puck in the third period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday. March 10 r 
2Dl 5. in St. Paul, Minn. The Wild won 6-2. with bergenheim scoring one of the goats. 
Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MONTREAL (AP) — Tyler 
Johnson scored about a 
minute into overtime to lift 
the Tampa Say Lightning 
ove? the Montreal Cana¬ 
diens 1-0 in a batte be¬ 
tween Eastern Conference 
leaders on Tuesday. 
Johnson took his own re¬ 
bound and saw the puck 
go in off defenseman Tom 
Gilbert's skate. 

The Lightning [42-20-6] won 
a fourth straight game and 
are now one point behind 
conference-leading Mon¬ 
treal [42-18-7 [. 

The 21.000 fans in Montreal 
were treated to hockey 
at a frantic pace, but no 
goals through three peri¬ 
ods between two of the 
Eastern Conference’s fast¬ 
est teams. 

The Lightning had a 35-19 
shot advantage,, including 
10-2 in the third period. 

It was the third meeting be¬ 
tween the clubs, with the 
Lightning winning the first 
two by a combined 11-3. 
They play twice more ate? 
this mionth. 

RANGERS 2. ISLANDERS 1 

UNIONDALE, New York (APj 
— Rick Nash scored a de¬ 
flected goal to break a tie 
2:50 into the third period as 
the New York Rangers beat 
the New York Islanders sn 
their last regular-season vis¬ 
it to Nassau Coliseum. 

After dropping the first 
three matchups to the Is¬ 
landers — including two at 
home — the Rangers have 
won two straight on Long 


Island, The previous meet¬ 
ing was a 6-5 Rangers vic¬ 
tory in which they erased 
a pair of Iwo-goal deficits 
after falling behind 14) just 
11 seconds in, 

Kevin Hayes scored the 
tying goal in the second 
period this time, and Cam 
Talbot made 29 saves to 
improve to 11-2-3since No. 
1 goalie Henrik Lundqvist 
went out with a neck injury. 
Nash’s team-leading 39th 
goal was a shot from the 
right point that caromed in 
off Islanders forward Ryan 
Strome. 

BRUINS 3, SENATORS 1 

OTTAWA, Ontario [APJ — 


Ryan Spooner scored his 
second and third goals 
of the season and Tuukka 
Rask celebrated his birth¬ 
day by stopping 39 shots to 
help lead the surging Bos¬ 
ton Bruins the win. 

After losing six games 
straight to open the door 
for other teams to gel 
back in ihe playoff race, 
the Bruins [34-22-1 Oj have 
won three straight and six 
of eight. Loui Eriksson add¬ 
ed the other Bruns goal. 
Matt Puempel scored for 
Ottawa (30-24-1 1| as Craig 
Anderson faced 22 shots in 
his second straight start af¬ 
ter missing 17 games. 


The loss was Ottawa's first 
in regulation since Feb. 16 
and ended a nine-game 
points streak where Otta¬ 
wa went B-Q-l lo get back 
into the playoff race. 

Rask turned 28 on Tuesday. 
BLUES 5, JETS 4 
ST. LOUIS [AP] — Barrel 
Jackman scored his first 
goal in 36 games with 1:03 
left, launching a shot from 
center ice to give the Blues 
the win. 

After hrs team squandered 
a three-goal, third-period 
lead, Jackman bailed the 
Blues out when got control 
of the puck along the left 
boards in the neutral zone 


off a faceoff. 

He appeared fo be just 
dumping the ouck into the 
Jets’ end, but his shot was 
on net and it handcuffed 
goalee Ondrej Pavelec. 
That was the only goal that 
Pavelec allowed in 20 shots 
faced. He came on in re¬ 
lief in the second period 
when the Blues score d four 
goals on four straight shots 
against Jets rookie goalie 
Michael Hutchinson, 

KINGS 5, AVALANCHE 2 
DENVER (AP) — Brayden 
McNabb had a goal and 
two assists and Jonathan 
Quick stopped 21 shots 
as the Los Angeles Kings 
ended the Colorado Ava¬ 
lanche’s three-game win 
streak. 

Marian Gaborik, Jeff Cart¬ 
er, Kyle Clifford and Jake 
Muzzin also scored as 
the reigning Stanley Cup 
champions crept closer to 
playoff contention with 16 
games remaining. 

Tyson Barrie and Alex Tarv 
guay scored for the Ava¬ 
lanche, who dropped the 
first contest in a pivotal 
three-game homes land 
as their postseason aspira¬ 
tions dwindle. 

Rookie goaltender Cal¬ 
vin Pickard filled in after 
Semyon Varlamov injured 
his groin over the week¬ 
end. Pickard’s night didn’t 
last ong, with the Kings 
scoring three early goals 
and chasing him from the 
game at 14:15 of the first 
period. Reto Berra took 
over the rest of the way.Q 



Rick Casillo mushes into Manley Hot Springs, Alaska, during the 
iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Tuesday, March I0 r 2015. 

Associated Press 

MARK THIESSEN ANCHORAGE, Alaska (APJ 

Associated Press — A young musher who 


Mushers in second day of 1,000- 
mile Idifarod; 1 disqualified 


recently won an a IK river- 
ice sled dog race in Alaska 
has grabbed an early lead 
in the 1,000-mile [1,600-ki¬ 
lometer) Iditarod Trail Sled 
Dog Race. 

Pele Kaiser of Bethel was 
the first to leave the Man- 
ley Hot Springs checkpoint, 
161 miles [259 kilometers] 
into the race. 

He departed at 7:5B a.m. 
Tuesday, followed 40 min¬ 
utes later by 2004 Iditar¬ 
od winner Mitch Seavey, 
Musher Jess re Royer of Dar¬ 
by, Montana, pulled cut of 


the checkpoint 17 minutes 
after Seavey. 

Veteran musher Brent Sass 
was disqualified late Tues¬ 
day for carrying a two-way 
communication device. 
Rule 35 prohibits cellphones 
and other two-way com¬ 
munication devices, said 
race director Mark Nord- 
man. Sass. of Eureka, told 
the Fairbanks Daily News- 
Miner that he had an iPod 
Touch with wireless Interne I 
capability. 

Sass won last month’s 
1,000-mile (1.600-kilometer) 


Yukon Quest International 
Sled Dog Race. 

A field of 78 mushers be¬ 
gan the trek Monday fiom 
Fairbanks to the old gold- 
rush town of Nome. 

The race usually kicks off 
225 miles (362 kiomeiers) 
south in Willow, but a lack 
of snow led organizers 
to move the start farther 
north. The route change 
adds about 600 miles |965 
kilometers)i river ice, but 
it eliminates a mountain 
range and treacherous 
gorge.Q 
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NFL Free Agency 

Big trades steal spotlight from free 



This combo affile photos, Chicago Bean' Brandon Marshall 
left, and Denver Broncoi' Brandon Marshall When rumors 
began swirling Thursday that the Bears' starwide receiver was 
about to get traded to the Jets, the Broncos' Brandon Marshall 
started getting plenty of misdirected tweets welcoming him to 
the Big Apple. Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Monster 
deals sending Jimmy Gra¬ 
ham to Seattle and Sam 
Bradford to Philadelphia 
stole the spotlight from free 
agent signings. 

[hat is until mid-evening, 
when Darrelle Revis re¬ 
turned lo the New York. 

The Jeis dug into therr past 
to bring back the All-Pro 
cornerback, according to 
his agents, Revis goes from 
the Jets' orchrivai Patriots, 
who he helped win the Su¬ 
per Bowl last month, to his 
NFL roots. 

The deal is for five years and 
$70 million, with $39 million 
guaranteed. 

New Orleans agreed to 
send its star tighl end to 
the Seahawks for center 
Max Unger, with draft picks 
changing hands. The Saints 
are to get a first-round pick, 
while Seal tie receives a 
fourth-rounder. 

That stunner was followed 
by Bradford, the injury- 
prone quarterback who 
barely has played the past 
two years (kneel, going to 
Philadelphia for Nick Foies, 
who also comes off an inju¬ 
ry-shortened season [collar¬ 
bone) and is headed to St. 
_ouis. Bradford was the top 


overall draft prck in 20 10. 
Foies ts the iatesl starter to 
depart Philadelphia, He 
joins two-time AlkPro run¬ 
ning back LeSean McCoy, 
now in Buffalo, and Pro 
Bowl wide receiver Jeremy 
Maclin, headed for Kansas 
City, in going elsewhere, 
Philadelphia a iso added 
Seahawks starting corner- 
back Byron Maxwell as a 
free agent with a six-year 
deal. Ana Seattle brought 
in cornerback Cary Wil¬ 
liams, formerly of the Eagles 
and a 2012 Super Bowl wirv 
nerwith the Ravens. 


Baltimore dealt nose tack¬ 
le Hafoti Ngata to Detroit, 
which is aboul lo lose All-Pro 
defe ns iv e t ac kle N da m u- 
kong Suh in free agency, 
Ngata, 31 and a five-time 
Pro Bowler, is due $6.5 mil¬ 
lion next season and has a 
$1 6 million salary cap figure. 
The Brils confirmed acquir¬ 
ing McCoy for linebacker 
Kiko Alonso; McCoy also 
signed a contract exten¬ 
sion for $40 million over five 
years. 

The Jets also confirmed a 
previously agreed upon 
trade, getting receiver 


Brandon Marshall from Chi¬ 
cago for a fifth-round draft 
pick. The Jets released WR- 
KR Percy Harvin, whom they 
acquired last season from 
Seattle. 

Carolina released DeAnge- 
lo Williams, its career rushing 
leader. 

Two retirements also drew 
attention away from the 
chase for free agents. Five- 
time All-Pro linebacker 
Patrick Willis. the heart of 
San Francesco’s defense 
for eight seasons, called if 
quits. The 2007 Defensive 
Rookie of the Year is leav¬ 
ing because of recurrent 
toe and feet injuries, 

“In my head, I’m already a 
Hall of Fanner,” Wtllis said. “I 
am leaving this with closure, 
saying that I am happy to¬ 
day, more happy today 
than I was the day I was 
drafted. That says some¬ 
thing to me,” 

T en ness e e quar t e rbac k 

Jake Locker, his four-year 
pro career ravaged by in¬ 
jur ies. also retired,saying he 
has no ll burning desire” to 
keep playing. 

The 49ers lost another main¬ 
stay when running back 
Frank Gore, their career 
rushing leader, joined the 
CoJts, 

Linebacker A.J, Hawk, who 


agents 

grew up in Ohio and at¬ 
tended Ohio State, agreed 
to terms with Cincinnati 
on a two-year deal. Hawk 
spent his first nine seasons in 
Green Bay. 

Jacksonville, with tots of 
salary cap room, grabbed 
tight end Julius Thomas 
away from Denver among 
a slew of moves. The Jag¬ 
uars agreed to deals 
with defensive end Jared 
Odrick, right tackle Jermey 
Parnell cornerback Davon 
House, linebacker Dan Sku- 
ta and safety Sergio Biown. 
Thomas agreed on a five- 
year deal worth $46 mil- 
lion, with $24 million guar¬ 
anteed. Arizona got prob¬ 
ably the best run blocker 
in this year’s group, guard 
Mike lupati, who agreed 
on a five-year, $40 million 
contract with $22.5 million 
guaranteed. The 6-foo!-5, 
331-pound lineman played 
five seasons with Sen Fran¬ 
cisco, is a three-time Pro 
Bowl piayer and made the 
AlkPro team in 2012, 

Arizona also re-signed line¬ 
backer LaMarr Woodley. 
The Falcons fortified the 
middle of new coach Dan 
Quinn’s defense by sign¬ 
ing free-agent lineback¬ 
ers Brooks Reed and Justin 
Durant.Q 


DeCaster leads 
Europe to 6-2 win 
over Japan in 
exhibition 



Team Europe's Yurendell De Caster of the Netherlands, hits a three run homer against Team Japan 
in the third inning of their friendly baseball game at Tokyo Dome in Tokyo Wednesday. March 1 \, 
2015, Associated Press 


TOKYO (AP) — Yurendell 
DeCaster hit a three-run 
homer in the third inning 
Wednesday to lead Team 
Europe to a 6-2 win over 
Japan in the finale of a 
two-game exhibition se¬ 
ries. 

The visitors scored two 
runs in the second inning 
and DeCaster, a native 
of Curacao, connected 
off Japan starter Takahiro 
Matsuba to give Europe a 
5-0 lead. 

It's very tough to come 
back from 5-0," Japan 
manager Hiroki Kokubo 
said. "Give them credit. 


They've come a long way 
and play the game at a 
high level" 

The series was part of the 
World Baseball Softball 
Confederation's efforts 
to have baseball make a 
return at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. 

Baseball and softball were 
dropped after the 2003 
Beijing Games but could 
make a return in 2020 un¬ 
der reforms made by the 
International Olympic 
Committee. 

The European team, 
which lost 4-3 in the first 
game, was made up of 


players from six countries, 
mos «y the Netherlands 
and Italy. 

Europe starter Diegornar 
Markwell was credited 


with the win after holding 
Japan to three hits over 
three scoreless innings. 
There was a moment of 
silence before the game 


at Tokyo Dome to honor 
the victims of the March, 
11 r 201 l r tsunami that 

claimed the lives of 15,691 
people,Q 
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NBA Capsules 

No headband, no problem: James helps Cavs rout Mavs 



Cleveland cavaliers forward LeBron James (23} shoots as Dallas 
Mavericks guard Devin Hards (23} defends during the first halt 
of an NBA basketball game F Tuesday, March \ Q, 2015, in Dallas. 
Cleveland won M7-94. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
DALLAS (APJ — DALLAS 
(AP| — Even without his 
trademark headband, 
LeBron James had 27 
points and took over sole 
possession of the Cavaliers 1 
career assists record as 
Cleveland beat the Dallas 
May eric ks 127-94 a n 
Tuesday night. 

James was one of four 
players with more than 
20 points for the Central 
Divis?orereading Cavaliers, 
who have won 12 of their 
last 13 games against 
Western Conference 

opponents and broke a 14- 
game iosing streak in Texas. 
Kyrre Irving scored22 points, 
white Kevin Love had 21 
poinls and T4 rebounds. J.R, 
Smith also scored 21 points 
and Timofey Mozgov, the 
other starter, had 17. 
Chandler Parsons lea Dallas 
with IS points, white Monta 
Ellis had 17 and Amare 
Stoudemire 15. Dirk Nowitzki 
scored 13 points on only 
3-of-10 shooting, 

SPURS 117, RAPTORS 107 
S AN ANTONIO (AP) — Kawhi 
Leonard had 24 points, 11 
rebounds and matched a 
career high with five steals, 
as San Antonio Withstood 
a second-half letdown to 
beat Toronto for its sixth 
straight victory. 

Tony Parker added 23 


points and nsne assists, and 
Danny Green was 5 for 6 
on 3-pointers in scoring 19 


points for San Antonio. 
Toronto tost its fourth 
straight despite 32 points 


from Kyle Lowry and 21 
for DeMar DeRozan, Amir 
Johnson had 16 points and 
14 rebounds. 

Tim Duncan made the 
game’s first basket on a 
follow of his own blocked 
shot 19 seconds in. after 
failing to make a field goal 
for the first time in his career 
in San Antonio’s previous 
game. He finished with 12 
points and 13 rebounds in-36 
minutes before leaving with 
about a minute remaining, 
clutching his elbow after 
teammate Tiago Splitter fell 
into hsm under the basket. 
PACERS 1 IB. MAGIC 86 
INDIAN APOLtS (APJ — 

Reserve Rodney Stuckey 
had 34 points, six rebounds 
and seven assists, as 

Indiana beat Orlando for its 
sixth straight victory. 
Damjan Rudez scored 
17 points, and Luis Scoter 
added 15 points and 10 
rebounds for the surging 
Pacers (29-34), who 
moved into sole possession 
of seventh place in ihe 
Eastern Conference, 

Tobias Harris had 22 points 
and six resounds, and 
Elf rid Payton finished with 
14 points for the Magic, 
who have lost five of seven 
games .-Stuckey made 
twc of his career-best six 
3-pointers in an 1B-0 run sn 
the first half. Indiana used a 


9-3 run sn the fourth quarter 
to puli away, with Solomon 
Hill’s two-handed dunk to 
give the Pacers a 93-73 
lead with 9:52 remaining. 
PELICANS 111, NETS 91 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alexis 
Ajinca and Quincy 
Pcndexter each scored 
17 points as New Orleans 
moved within percentage 
points of eighth place in 
the Western Conference 
by beating Brooktyn. 

Omei Asifc had 12 points 
and 15 rebounds for the 
Peicams in their third 
straight victory. Anthony 
Davis scored 15 points, a 
night after tying his career 
high with 43 in a win at 
Milwaukee. 

Brock Lopez had 15 points 
and nine rebounds for the 
Nets, who broke to an early 
double-digit lead before 
losing their fourth straight. 
Afinca had 1 1 points during 
a four-minute stretch of 
the second quarter as the 
Pelicans took a 55-46 lead 
into halftime. They are 2 
percentage points behind 
Oklahoma City for the 
West's final playoff spot. 
JAZZ 87, KNICKSS2 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Derrick Favors had 29 points 
and 12 rebounds, as Utah 
beat New York to equal a 
season high with its third 
straight victory. Q 


Grigor 'Baby Fed’ Dimitrov beats Federer in exhibition at MSG 



Roger federer, center, of Switzerland, listens to questions 
from reporters at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, 
Wednesday, March 11,2015, in Indian Wells, Calif. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Roger 
Federer was reminiscing 
about watching New York 


Knicks games at Madison 
Square Garden on TV in 
the early 1990s, and Grigor 
Dimitrov couldn’t help 
but interject: “I was born 


around the ‘9Ds. T1 
It was no corncidence 
the 17-time Grand Slam 
champion was matched 
against the player nearly 
a decade younger in 
T ues day night’s e xhsb iti o n 
at the Garden. Their games 
are so similar that Dimitrov 
got tagged with the 
nickname “Baby Fed,” 

And on Tuesday, the 
23-year-old Bulgarian — 
for the record, he was 
born in 1991 — kept up 
with Federer’s shot-making 
quite nicely. Dimitrov won 
6-2, 1-6, 7-5. rallying from a 
break down nn Ihe final set. 
He r s D-3 in official matches 
against Federer and didn’t 
want to make a big deal 
about beating him this 
time, 

“I have so much respect for 
hsm.” said the 1 ith-ranked 


Dimitrov, who made his first 
GrandSlam semifinal at last 
summer’s Wimbledon. 

So the Swiss great did it for 
him. 

“I think he played very well. 
He drd really well to turn the 
match around, honestly,” 
Federer said. “So credit to 
him. It’s a lot of pressure — 
first time at the Garden.” 
Earlier, Gabriela Sabatini, 
44, beat Monica Seles, 
41, in a pro set B-5. Both 
have rarefy played since 
retiring, but they decided 
it was worth training to 
commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of their classic 
five-set :990 WTA Finals 
match at the Garden, won 
by Seles. In the tradition 
of exhibitions, Dimitrov 
brought a youngster from 
the crowd onto the court to 
play one point in the !hird 


set, and the k-d successfully 
lobbed Federer, The two 
pros made their share of 
creative shots, too. 

Proving he can stfll pull off 
his signature moves better 
than his up-and-coming 
opponent can, Federer 
got back a between-the- 
legs shot from Dimitrov that 
appeared headed for a 
winner with a between-the- 
legs return of his own in the 
second set. Dimitrov then 
missed the voliey. Federer 
had Dimitrov scrambling all 
over the court early ?n the 
final set leaving Dimitrov 
nearly doing a split as he 
failed to run down a shot. 
A game later, after he 
chased down a short ball 
to hit a winner at a near¬ 
impossible angle, Federer 
held his hand to his ear to 
egg on the crowd.Q 


















NASCAR reinstates Kurt Busch; 
grants him waiver tor Chase 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 

tAP) — NASCAR lifted its 
suspension of Kurt Busch 
on Wednesday and ruled 
the former champion can 
compete in the title series if 
he qualifies. 

Busch missed the first three 
?aces of the season when 
NASCAR suspended him 
for an alleged domestic 
assault on his ex-girlfriend. 
He was suspended for two 
days before the season¬ 
opening Daytona 300, and 
tost two rounds of appeals 
the day before the race. 
The Delaware attorney 
general last week declined 
to charge Busch for the 
September incident with 
Patricia Driscoll. 

NASCAR said Busch 


complied with all 
requirements of the 
program, but is under 
sndefimte probation. 

“We have made it very 
c ear to Kurt Busch our 
expectations for him 
moving forward, which 
includes participation in a 
treatment program and full 
compliance with al judicial 
requirements as a result 
of his off-track behavior," 
NASCAR executive vice 
president Steve O'Donnell 
said. O'Donnell said when 
it became clear Busch 
woud not be charged, 
it “removed a significant 
impediment" to his 
reinstatement. 

'The health care expert 
who conducted his 
evaluation recommended 
his immediate return,” 


O’Donnell said. 

Busch will return to his 
Stewart-Haas Racing team 
this weekend at Phoenix. 

He still must comply with 
guidelines sel by Family 
Court Commissioner David 
Jones, who granted the no- 
contact order for Driscol 
that led to his Feb, 20 
suspension. Jones wrote in 
his opinion that he believed 
there T s a real possibility 
Busch will ash out again, 
and nos a propensity to 
lose control in response to 
disappointing or frustrating 
situations involving racing. 
Jones ordered Busch to be 
evaluated to see rf there is 
a “treatable mental health 
condition.” 

Busch is appealing Jones T 
ruling, and NASCAR wiJ 
allow that to play out.Q 


Malori wins amended opening 
stage of Tirreno-Adriatico 



Italy's Adriano Malori celebrates on the podium after winning the opening stage of the Tirreno- 
Adriatico cycling race in Lido di Cam die re, Italy. Wednesday, March 11 p 2015. 

Associated Press 


LIDO DI CAMAIORE, Italy 
(AP) — Adrsano Malori won 
the amended opening 
stage of the Tirreno- 
Adriatico on Wednesday, 
edging out favorite Fabian 
Cartcellara in an individual 
time trial. 

The Italian completed the 
5.4-kilometer [3.4-mile | 

route in Lido dr Camaiore 
in 6 minutes, 4 seconds, to 
beat Cancellara by one 
second. 

Greg Van Avermaet was 
third, just ahead of Maciej 
Bodnar and Matthias 
Brandle, who all finished 


two seconds behind Malori. 
“tt’s an amazing day. I’ll 
get fo wear the jersey 
too, so it’s special," Malori 
said. “I didn’t think I’d win 
because on a course like 
this, ‘Cance’ is the bes t rider 
«n the world. I’m very happy 
and there’s the time trial in 
San Benedetto del Trento 
too, which k straighter and 
should suit me." High winds 
over the weekend had left 
trees and debris along the 
roads between Camaiore 
and Forte den Marmi, 
forcing the 22-kilometer 
|13. 7-mile) team time trial 


to be replaced by a shorter 
individual race. This year’s 
race was set to Pe the first 
lime that four riders with 10 
Grand Tour wins between 
them have competed 
together in a World Tour 
stage race, but 2013 Tour 
de France champion 
Chris Froome withdrew 
on Monday because 
of a chest infection. 
However, defending 

Tirreno champion Alberto 
Contador, two-time winner 
Vincenzo NibaJi and Iasi 
year’s runner-up Nairo 
Quintana are in the race. □ 
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In This Oct. T, 2014, file photo, Kurt fcusch looks from the garage 
after practic e tor the NASCAR tank of America Sprint Cup series 
auto race at Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C, 

Associated Press 
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Mayweather, Pacquiao begin countdown to their big Tight 



Boxers Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, and Manny Pacquiao. of the Philippines, poie for photos after 
a news conference. Wednesday, March I L 2015, in Los Angeles. The two are scheduled to fight 
in Las Vegas on May 1 . 


TIM DABL&ERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LOS ANGELES (APJ — Man¬ 
ny Pacquiao was out walk¬ 
ing the red carpet by the 
time Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
arrived, fashionably late for 
their first appearance to¬ 
gether to promote a fight 
ihat really needs no pro¬ 
moting. 

But ft didn’t lake long 
Wednesday for Mayweath¬ 
er to put the fight into per¬ 
spective in a way Shat only 
a fighter nicknamed “Mon¬ 
ey” can. 

“You gel to this level where 
you Ye making nine figures 
in 36 minutes.,” Mayweath¬ 
er said,, “and you have to 
be a winner."' 

Mayweather had the math 
right, though he declined 
to say jus I how much he 
will make in the May 2 
fight that has stirred excite¬ 
ment far beyond the box¬ 
ing community. He will gel 
60 percent of the purse 
sn what rs expected to ae 
boxing’s richest fight ever, 
a haul Ihat could exceed 
^ 120 million for Mayweath¬ 
er alone. 

Pacquiao won’t do badly, 
either, in a fight that was 
five years in the making 
and will break records in 
another way — it will cost 
fans more to an any other 
fight in history to watch 
both at the MGM Grand 
arena or in the comfort of 


their living rooms. 

At the only press confer¬ 
ence the fighters will do pri¬ 
or to the week of the fight, 
promoters announced that 
tickets would range from 
$ 1,500 in the upper reach¬ 
es of the MGM Garden to 
$7,500 at ringside. The pay- 
per-view price wasn’t an¬ 
nounced, but is expected 
to be in the $90-100 range. 
They may have to reach 
deep into their pockets to 
afford it, but there’s little 
doubt that boxing fans will 
buy it. They want to see 


whaf Mayweather and 
Pacquiao say they are ea¬ 
ger to show — fhe two big¬ 
gest draws ;n boxing set¬ 
tling things between them 
once and for all in the ring. 
“We don’t want lo leave a 
question mark in the minds 
of fans of boxing,’’said Pac¬ 
quiao, from the Philippines, 
“It’s also very important this 
fighl is for the honor of my 
country." 

If the interest in the press 
conference at a downtown 
theater was any indica¬ 
tion, the fight is already on 


Associated Press 

its way to record ousiness. 
More than 700 credentials 
were issued for the event, 
and both fight ers walked 
a red carpet lined by pho¬ 
tographers and video cam¬ 
eras that was worthy of fhe 
Academy Awards, 

Mayweather came late, 
though he could walk over 
from his condo next door. 
The pay-per-view king was 
businesslike and relatively 
subdued, with nothing bad 
to say about Pacquiao or 
anyone in hts camp. 


“It’s always good to have 
the best fight the best," 
Mayweather said. “That’s 
what’s so intriguing about 
this match up.” 
Mayweather said he was 
adamant about making 
the fight, pestering man¬ 
ager Al Haymon to get it 
done. But the biggest bout 
in recent history stilt may 
not have happened rf not 
for a chance meeting be- 
t we e n Mayw e athe r a nd 
Pacquiao at a Miami Heat 
basketball game in Janu¬ 
ary— a meeting that took 
place only because a big 
storm on the East Ccas' de¬ 
layed Pacquiao’s flight, “i 
didn’t say a lot of words 
because I didn’t want to 
say a mistake," Pacquiao 
said. “He said there’s an 
A-side and a B-ssde and 
the purse would be 40-60. 
[hat’s enough to put me in 
the B-side." 

Mayweather said the fight 
reminded him of when 
he was young and Mar¬ 
vin Hagler and Sugar Ray 
Leonard fought in a huge 
middleweight title match in 
19B7. Mayweather said he 
wondered then how there 
could ever be a fight as big 
as that one. 

Now he’s in a fight that will 
be bigger, if only because 
technology has advanced 
far enough to sel it to al¬ 
most every home in the 
country.Q 



■Seattle Sounders players celebrate after they beatthe New Eng¬ 
land Revolution 3-0 in an MLS soccer match, Sunday, March S, 
2015, in Seattle, 

Associated Press 


MLS 

Continued from page 17 


’There were dozens of little 
things in the conversionthat 
would have been required, 
and neither side ever took 
the time to gel the other 
to sit down and actually 
do it. It was that simple. It 
wasn’t all that important,” 
L. Robed Bat term an, 
the league’s lead labor 
lawyer at Proskauer, totel 
The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. "This time, to 
avoid the risk of being in a 
situation with a CBA from 
10 years ago and then two 
MOUs, we’re going straight 
to the CBA.” " 

The union website still 
has a link to the 2004-10 
agreement, the first in Ihe 
league’s history. 

’It’s frustrating for all 


concerned,” union head 
Bob F oose said. As for what 
the sides agreed to in 201 G r 
he added: “We know. 
Without the document, 
everyone else doesn’t," 

A similar circumstance 
occurred in Major League 
Baseball from 1905-09, 
when teams and players 
operated under the 1900 
labor contract as modified 
by their 1901 agreement on 
free-agent compensation 
and their 19B5 MOU. In 
baseball, the sides couldn’t 
agree on some aspects of 
what was in the MOU, 

Last week's MLS deal, 
reached two days before 
ihe league opener, creates 
free agency for the first 
time. Players 20 and older 
can become free agents 
rf they have eight seasons 
of MLS service and thesr 
contracts have expired. 


Free agents earning under 
$100,000 this year are 
capped at 125 percent for 
2016, with the limit lowering 
to 120 percent for those 
making $100.000-$200, COD 


this year and 115 percent 
for those earning more 
than $200,000, 

Foose estimated 12.5 
percent of the player pool 
wil meet the free-agency 


requirements thrs year and 
said ihe provision wil* have 
a wider reach because it 
may spark new contracts 
thal prevent players from 
going free, 

“The impact it has on 
players’ renegotiations 
with their current teams is 
changed dramatically," 
Foose said, 

“To the extent that 
the player pool has a 
perception of how an 
individual team treats 
players, there could be 
a real cost to that on the 
negative and a real benefit 
to that on the positive.” 
Foose said the union 
estimated the average 
salary for the first 20 roster 
spots on each team, not 
including high-priced 
designated players, will rise 
from $126,000 last year to 
$106,000 by 2019.Q 
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Review: Google laptop impresses, but don’t try it offline 



This Tuesday, March 10, 2015 phots shews the Google Chromebeok Pixel laptop, in San Jose, 
Cdif. 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 

[here’s a lot to love about 
Google’s new high-end 
Chromebook Pixel laptops a 
vivid, high-resolution touch 
screen, powerful speakers 
and next-generation USB 
ports meant to standardize 
power chargers. A IE for $300 
cheaper than the original 
model. But the Pixel’s 
limitations became clear 
during a cross-country flight. 
Machines running Google's 
Chrome opera-ing system 
are meant primarily for 
online use. Although the 
Pixel promses offline access 
to files stored on Google’s 
online Drive service, it was 
hit or miss with files that 
weren’t in Google’s own 
formats. Fortunately, I had 
my Mac laptop to turn to. 
The Pixel goes on sale 
Wednesday for $999. while 
$1,299 gets you a version 
with more storage and a 
faster processor. 


CHROMEBQOK BASICS 

On machines running 
Chrome just about 
everything works through 
I he Web browser. Many 
apps, in fact, are simply 
bookmarks to a service’s 
regular website. 

Google figures you’ll store 
most of your files in the 


MICHAEL LIE DTK E 
AP Tech*] ology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple has restored service 
lo its wtdely used iTunes 
and app stores after a rare 
breakdown Wednesday. 
The outage vexed the 
iPhone and iPad maker 
for more than five hours, 
disrupting some of the 
world's most widely used 
and profitable services and 
frustrating millions of music 
lovers and mobile device 
owners around the world. 
Access came back in the 
ate afternoon. Eastern 
time, according to status 
updates posted by Apple 
nc. 'While they were Socked 
out, exasperated Apple 
users vented in social 
media and online forums. 
Apple apologized for the 
inconvenience, blaming 
the problem on an internal 


cloud, so Chromebooks 
have limited storage. 
The basic Pixel has just 
32 gigabytes, compared 
with the minimum 128 
gigabytes on a MacBook 
Air. The pricier Pixel has 64 
gigabytes. 


USING IT WITHOUT INTERNET 

ACCESS 

Some apps do have 
limited offline capabilities, 
and they have improved 
since I tested the original 
Fixe- in 2013. Some of 
these functions are now 
automatically enabled, 
and the Pixel stores your 


error that bogged down its 
computer servers. 

About BOO million accounts 
with credit cards linked to 
them have been set up 
on Apple’s iTunes store 
since it opened in 2003 
to sell digital mussc for the 


most recently opened files 
automatically for offline 
use. 

But that doesn’t apply to 
files you merely copied to 
Google Drive, as I learned 
the hard way. All Go ogle- 
format files are stored 
automatically, but what I 
needed were Word and 
PDF documents. Next 
time, I’ll need to open 
or download Ihose files 
individually ahead of time. 
I couldn't find a way to 
enable entire folders at 
once. 


AS AN ONLINE DEVICE 


Associated Press 

company’s iPods. 

More than 75 billion apps 
have been downloaded 
from the store that Apple 
opened in 2000 for the 
iPhone and, later, the 
iPad. Many of those apps 
charge a fee. or generate 


Associated Press 
Chromebooks are typically 
budget devices costing a 
few hundred dollars. The 
Pixel is the exception, with 
premium! performance and 
a premium price fag. 

Still, the Pixel offers a 13- 
inch touch screen and 
sharp display at 239 pixels 
per inch for less than $ 1,030. 
Windows laptops with that 
performance typically 
cost a few hundred dollars 
more. Apple doesn’t make 
toucfvscreen laptops at 
all. [That said, comparable 
Windows and Mac laptops 
have more storage for She 
money. And many are 


revenue fro mi purchases of 
other services while people 
are using the program. 
Apple’s online bock store 
and the app store for its 
Mac computers weren't 
working either. 

Las! year, Apple’s revenue 
from its iTunes, mobie app 
store, iBook, Mac app 
stores and other services 
totaled $10.5 billion, or 
an average of $50 mfllicn, 
per day. That’s still a small 
frachon of Apple’s total 
revenue of $200 billion 
during that period. 

The outages also cut into 
the income of mobile app 
developers who keep 
most of the revenue from 
the programs sold in the 
app store. Last year alone, 
Apple distributed $ 10 billion 
to mobile app developers, 
an average of about $27 
million per day. Q 


lighter than the Pixel’s 3.3 
pounds.] 

The slower model I tested 
was speedy -— more than 
adequate for Web surfing, 
text documents and even 
video, Sound came through 
nice and clear. Google 
promises up to 12 hours 
of use on a single battery 
charge. With the battery 
nearly drained, l got a 50 
percent charge in about a 
half-hour — enough for a 
day of meetings Tuesday in 
Silicon Valley.Q 
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Apple reopens iTunes, App stores after lengthy outage 



In this Wednesday, Nov. 2D, 2013, file photo, the Apple logo is 
ilium mated in the entrance to the Fifth Avenue Apple store, in 
New York, 
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Stocks slip at close, stabilizing a day after sell-off 


B.CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AR) — U.S. stock 
indexes closed slightly lower 
Wednesday, stabilizing a 
day after their biggest sell- 
off in two months. 

With no obvious catalyst 
pushtng them either way., 
indexes spent most of the 
day wavering between 
slight gains and losses, 
nvestors are waiting for 
clues from a Federal 
Reserve meeting next 
Wednesday as to when 
it may start increasing 
interest rates. The prospect 
of higher rates and a surge 
in the dollar have been 
weighing on markets since 
indexes hi! record highs last 
week. 

Stocks rose at the opening 
of trading and,, unti about 
an hour before the close, 
were holding onto their 
gains. The losses at the 
end were tiny, and energy 
and financial companies 
managed to rally. 

“Investors are reassessing 
whether yesterday's sell-off 
made sense,” said David 
Lefkowitz, senior stock 
strategist at UBS. “We still 
like stocks.”The Dow Jones 
industrial average lost 27.55 
points, or 0.2 percent, to 
close at 17,6-35,29. The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 
index lost 3.92 points, or 0,2 
percent, to 2,040.24. Both 
indexes are down now 
about 1 percent sn 2015. 
The Nasdaq composite fell 
9,85 points, or 0.2 percent, 
to 4,849.94. The Nasdaq is 
up 2.4 percent this year. 
The odds of the Fed raising 
rates appeared to rise 


on Friday after the U.S. 
government reported a 
burst in hiring last month. 
A rate increase would be 
the first in nine years. Low 
rates and other monetary 
stimulus have helped the 
S&P 500 to triple in price 
since the bult market 


began six years ago. 

A U.S. interesl rate rise would 
c ome as Japan and Europe 
are struggling to grow 
and as China's expansion 
s I o ws. O n We d nes day, 
China’s official Xinhua 
news agency reported 
that output in the word's 
second-biggest economy 
rose 6£ percent in the first 
two months of the year, 
less than expected, China 
is expected to slow further 


afier growing 7.4 percent 
last year, the slowest rate in 
nearly a quarter-century,. 
"You have Ihree out of four 
major drivers of economic 
growth still struggling," said 
Bill Strazzullo. chief market 
strategist at Bel Curve 
Trading. “Can the U.S, go it 


alone, especially with rates 
heading higher?" 

Strazzullo said he wouldn’t 
be surprised if the S&P 
500 fell 10 percent in the 
coming months. UBS's 
Lefkowitz is more optimistic. 
He sard he doesn't think 
higher interest rates will hurt 
the U.S. economy because 
it has been steadily 
strengthening. After 

Tuesday's stock market 
tumble, he published a 


report showing that, in the 
six months after initial Fed 
rate hikes going back to 
1954. the S&P 500 has rallied 
an average 7.6 percent. 
David Lebovitz, Global 
Market Strategist for 
J.P, Morgan Asset 
Management, also thinks 


interest rate fears are 
overblown. “I think a 
couple of months after the 
Fed hikes, !he market will 
be higher," he said. As the 
Fed is poised lo raise rates, 
the European Central Bank 
is Trying to lower them. 
The divergent policies are 
hammering the euro and 
sending the dollar higher. 
On Wednesday, the euro 
fell to $1,0550, its lowest 
level since April 2003,Q 
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Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, March 11/2015. U.S. stock 
indexes closed slightly lower but largely stabilized a day after a big sell-off prompted by worries 
about higher U.S. interest rales. 

(AP Photo/ Richard Drew) 


PetSmart goes private as $8.7B sale closes 


NEW YORK (AP) —PetSmart 
said Wednesday that it has 
been taken private, as a 
group of investors led by 
ihe buyout firm BC Partners 
completed their $8.7 billion 
acquisition of the pet store 
retailer. PetSmart President 
and CEO David Lenhart 
and Chairman Gregory 
Josefowlcz are stepping 
down as part of the deal. 
Michael Massey is being 
named president and 
CEO, and Raymond Svider 
is the new non-executive 
chairman. Massey is the 


former CEO of Collective 
Brands Inc., which owns 
Payless ShoeSource, and 
Svider is managing partner 
at BC Partners. Lenhart 
became CEO of PetSmart 
in June 2013, the same 
time Josefowicz became 
chairman. Lenhart became 
president of the company 
in April 2014, 

In early July the activist 
hedge fund manager Jana 
Capital disclosed Shot ithad 
taken a stake in PetSmart 
and had become the 
Phoenix-based company's 


largest shareholder. Jana 
Partners said it wanted 
to talk to PetSmart's 
board about a possible 
sale of the company 
and other changes that 
it sard would improve 
company performance. 
Another major shareho Ider, 
Longview Asset 

Management, also pushed 
for the sale. PetSmart said 
at the lime that it would 
consider putting itself up 
for sale and would cut 
costs. On Dec. 14, the 
company said it would 


be taken private in a deal 
that valued the company 
at $83 per share. That was 
a 39 percent premium to 
ils closing price on July 2. 
PetSmart Inc. shareholders 
approved the sale on 
Friday. The company 
operates about 1,337 
stores in the United States, 
Canada and Puerto Rico. 
The company’s shares 
rose 4 cents to $82.99 in 
afternoon trading. The 
stock wsll be delisted 
after the close of trading 
Wednesday. Q 


Amazon opens 
store for small 
business items 

MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — It may 

be the biggest online 
marketplace in the U.S., bul 
a new store on Amazon will 
support the ittle guy. 

The e-commerce 

powerhouse is opening 
a store that will offer 
exclusive electronics, 

toys and other products 
created by inventors and 
small businesses, including 
products featured an 
the ABC reality show 
ll Shark Tank." Dubbed 
Amazon Exclusives, the 
online store promotes 
unique products created 
by small businesses such 
as a range of Jackery 
mini phone chargers, $70 
Hot Chocolate Design’s 
Chocolaticas Mariquita 
shoes and $75 Zackees LED 
turn-signal gloves that alert 
cars when, a cyclist makes 
a hand signal to turn. Some 
of the products iike the 
gloves and phone chargers 
were funded by Kicks tarter 
campaigns. Others like 
a $700 inlatable paddle 
board were featured an 
1 “Shark Tank," — the ABC 
show that pits inventors 
with new products seeking 
funding against each 
other. Amazon said it also 
focused on products that 
won innovation awards 
from industry associations. 
All products in ihe Amazon 
store wsll be available only 
on Amazon or at the product 
creators’ own website or 
physical stores. 

The items are eligible for 
free two-day shipping for 
members of Amazon’s 
$99 annual Prime loyalty 
program. The new store is 
the latest push by Amazon 
to expand into different 
areas and reach new 
customers. The company's 
strategy has long been to 
spend a big chunk of the 
money it makes to grow and 
expand into new areas like 
cloud computing, streaming 
video,hardware and adding 
services for its Prime loyalty 
members. Last week the 
company opened a store 
on Chinese e-commerce 
company Alibaba’s Tmall 
retail platform to reach 
more Chinese customers, □ 
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US catalog retailer L.L. Bean to triple stores by 2020 


DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
FREEPORT Maine (AP) — 

L.L, Sean, known for selling 
its trademark boots via 
catalog for more Shan a 
century, plans to make 
a bigger push into brick- 
and-mortar retail by more 
lhan trialing the number 
of locations over the next 
five years, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The Maine-based 

company, which is coming 
off five years of increasing 
revenue, will open four 


stores this yea? before 
accelerating growth with 
a goal of "at least 100" 
by 2020, President and 
CEO Chris McCormick 
tola workers in a memo 
Wednesday. 

The retail push will include 
L.L, Sean’s first West Coass 
presence with the opening 
of stores in the Pacific 
Northwest. Bean currently 
has 26 full-price re tail stores 
— along with a handful of 
outlets — that stretch from 
the Northeast to Minnesota 
and Colorado. The retail 


strategy makes sense in 
an era where shoppers 
have come to expecl the 
convenience of making 
purchases in stores, on 
phones and on computers, 
said retail analyst Waller 
Loeb. Some shoppers make 
purchases online and have 
them shipped to stores, 
while others go to stores 
to see products before 
ordering online, he said. 

The board of the family- 
owned company, which 
met Wednesday inFreeport 
announced a bonus of 5 


percent for its 5,300 year- 
round employees. That 
amounts to about $1 500 
to $2,000 for the typical 
full-time hourly worker, the 
company said. 

The company created 
when Leon Leonwood 
Bean sold his original 
“Maine hunting shoe" in 
1912 has been on a tear, 
and sales of the rubber- 
bottomed, leather-topped 
boot have been leading 
the way. 

Demand for the boot has 
surged, with production 


of 450,020 pairs over the 
past year. This spring, the 
company rs installing a 
second injection-molding 
machine to boost capacity 
and is hiring dozens more 
workers to bring the shoe¬ 
making workforce to 500. 
Sales grew 3 percent to $1.6 
biilion in She last fiscal year. 
The company is midway 
through a $150 million 
capital plan to upgrade its 
systems, and an additional 
$ 10C million wii be spent this 
year on growth initiatives, 
McCormick said. □ 


Fed approves dividend, buyback plans for US banks 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Federal Reserve approved 
plans by major U.S. banks 
to raise dividends and buy 
back shares, but gave only 
conditional approval for 
Bank of America, citing 
weaknesses in the bank’s 
planning processes. 

The Fed also rejected 
plans by the U.S. divisions 
of two European banks, 
saying their planning for 
financial risks is inadequate. 
Those divisions belong to 
Germany’s Deutsche Bank 
and Spain’s Santander. 

The Fed approvals 
announced Wednesday 
followed pari of its stress 
tests” — an annual check¬ 
up of the nation’s biggest 
financial institutions. This 
year, 31 banks were tested 
to determine rf they have 
large enough capital 
buffers to keep lending 
through another financial 


crisis and severe economic 
downturn.The remaining 28 
banks can raise dividends 
or buy back shares. 

They included JPMorgan. 
Citigroup, and Wells Fargo 
&. Co., which with Bank 
of America are the four 
biggest U.S. banks by 
assets. Shortly after the 
Fed announced its results 
Wednesday, a handful of 
banks began increasing 
their dividends, including 
JPMorgan Chase and Wells 
Fargo. Bank of America 
announced plans io buy 
back $4 billion in stock after 
the conditional approval 
from the Fed. 

Bank of America, the 
second-largest U.S. 

bank, has until Sept. 30 
to resubmit its capital 
plan. If the new plan for 
its financial rnanagemenS 
processes isn’t acceptable 
to the Fed, the regulators 
said they may' res trie I 
dividend increases or share 


buybacks. In stress tests in 
2D 13, JPMorgan Chase & 
Co. and Goldman Sachs 
were required by the Fed 
to resubmit their capital 


Goldman and Morgan 
Stanley revised their capital 
plants to reduce their 
dividend payouts or share 
repurchases late last week 


“pass” among the 31 banks 
was Citigroup. 

The bank did not pass 
last year and Cits CEO 
Michael Corbat was under 
tremendous shareholder 
pressure to make sure Citl 
got through. 

Industry analysts had said 
previously that if Citi did 
not pass ihis time, Corbat 
could have lost his job. 

“Cili dorng as wel as it drd 
is a big positive sign for the 
industry as a whole," sad 
Nancy Bush, an industry 
analyst with NAB Research. 
The dividends and share 
buybacks plans that 
the Fed considered are 
Important to ordinary 
investors, and to banks. 
The banks know that their 
investors suffered big losses 
in Ihe financial crisis, and 
they are eager to reward 
them. Some shareholders, 
especially retirees, rely on 
dividends for a portion of 
their income.Q 




Bank of America 



People walk pad a branch of Bank of America, in New York. The 
Federal Reserve on Wednesday, March 11, 2015 announced if 
is ordering Bank of Amenta to revise its plans lor increasing 
dividends or buying back dock, saying there are gaps in its risk 
planning. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

plans, This year, Wall Street after ihe initial results of 
powerhouses JPMorgan, the stress tests. The notable 


Endo tops Valeant' s offer for fellow drugmaker Salix 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 
TRENTON. N.J. (AP) — 

Specialty drugmaker Endo 
International PLC is trying to 
Sure Salix Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd, with an offer Endo 
said is worth 11 percenl 
more than the $10 bilion 
Salix has agreed io 
accept frorn^ serial acquirer 
Valeant Pharmaceuticals 
international Inc. Endo’s 
offer Wednesday is the latest 
in a burst of merger and 
acquisition activity in the 
bio pharmaceutical industry 


that began last year. Endo 
values its cash and stock 
offer at $175 per Saiix 
share, based on Tuesday’s 
closing price, with the offer 
including $45 in cash and 
the rest in Endo common 
stock. Valeant, which had 
offered $158 per share fast 
month, said in a statement 
that it is “(irmly committed 
to our all-cosh agreed 
transaction, which delivers 
immediate and certain 
value to Salix shareholders.” 
Endo, based in Dublin. 
Ireland, said Wednesday 


that it’s submitted its 
proposal to the Salix board 
of directors. According to 
Endo, its “superior proposal” 
worth roughly $11.17 billion 
would bring shareholders of 
Salix a Substantial premium 
and Immediate cash value, 
as well as the opportunity to 
participate in the significant 
upside potential of a 
global leader in specialfy 
pharmaceuticals. 1 ’ 

Endo said the deaf could 
close in the second quarter 
this year, Salix sard in a 
statement that its board will 


review Endo’s proposal and 
“pursue the course of action 
that it believes is in Ihe best 
interests of the company’s 
stockholders.” 

If Endo is the winner, it 
would have to pay Valeant 
a breakup fee of $356.4 
million that's required 
under the Valeant-Salix 
deal announced on 
Feb. 22. Salix, based in 
Raleigh. North Carolina, 
specializes in medicines for 
gas tro in lest Inal disorders, 
including Pepcid and 
Zegerid for ulcers and 


gastroesophageal reflux, 
and Relistor for constipation 
caused by opioid drugs. 
ITs developing two more 
drugs for opioid-induced 
constipation, one for 
rheumatoid arthritis and 
a drug called rifaximin 
for Crohn’s disease and 
preventing complications 
of liver cirrhosis. Rifaximin is 
currently under review for 
a third use, treating irritable 
bowel syndrome. Last year, 
Salix reported total revenue 
of $1.13 billion and a net loss 
of $415 million. Q 
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Difficulty Level * + * 


3.i I 2 


Sudo-tu s g number-placing puzzle based on 
a grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numhers 1 to 13 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 do* contains the same nLmber 
only once. The difficulty level of the Corceptis 
Sudoku ncreases from Monday to Sunday. 


5 

8 

1 

9 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

7 

6 

2 

4 

5 

1 

9 

3 

8 

9 

3 

4 

8 

6 

7 

pi 

5 

2 

3 

7 

8 

5 

9 

4 

2 

i 

6 

1 

4 

5 

6 

3 

2 

7 

8 

9 

6 

2 

9 

7 

1 

8 

3 

4 

5 

8 

1 

3 

2 

7 

5 

6 

9 

4 

2 

5 

6 

1 

4 

9 

8 

7 

3 

4 

9 

7 

3 

8 

6 

5 

2 

1 


ACROSS 

1 Umpire’s cry^ 

5 Weight revMler 
10 Japanese 
westing farm 

14 ‘What’s Vy 

old 'V 

15 Sobbed 

16 Strong_OH 

17 Donation Id a 
pfMr b(Ml 

13 Western _; 
ou r ha" oi the 
Earth 

£0 Hoi _ kwg 
siioL; in no way 
?i Tavern orders 
?.? Songb ids 
23 _ 3 eaoe Prize 
25 Paver's goep 
£6 Er>: a ptcne 
call 

23 'The _ olQr 
31 Give a heads- 
up fc 

32 r Towers (hat 
blccrr rr the 
Sprirg J 
34 laTEjs mother 

36 Grew wea'y 

37 use a i&srr 
33 At that time 

39 Attar Holbrook 

40 HUmiliafliofi 

41 Trallic sig" 

42 Sear SJh 
anp panels 

44 Siey^eparls 

45 2K0 sounds 

46 Hat as varan 
m color 

47 Sh iin§ 

50 Afiprn, lor cne 
5-1 Fathers of Jr& 
zA fra to re ol a 
pupil's graces 

57 Altaev & mjupfi 

58 Sna r-zderls 

59 External 

60 AddHttnaNy 

61 Banrasl 

62 Emoliwal 

63 Vane letters 


DOWN 

1 unwanted 
scars hre 

2 Greasy 



Jintisa by Jfi'qvtfvis E. Walhmra MirtS 


Wednesday's Puzite Solved 
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3 Boorish 

4 ■_ Miserable’ 

5 Cany 

6 Fish Gasket 

7 Gcals 
Dcjechra 

3 Ltau neckwear 

9 McVanol and 
0 Weill 

10 Alnza- tfeserl 

11 _4fem%'; 
iasy to oaaraie 

12 Gospel writer 

13 Dollar t-llE 

19 P^b it sqjare 
21 Border or. 

24 Vtlaiff 

25 Scrabble pace 

26 ■HeS_notuy 
like a werran 
smrnsd" 

27 Assume: name 

28 Surfboard 
supped 

29 Prances 

30 in; occupy 

32 4ser£ fir 76ers 

33 Male sheep 
35 Concbsoris 
37 ai wnal lime? 


3B Lsunsry soar: 
brand 

40 Sums sway 
4- He ci 

43 Hig'i osi d'ugs 

44 PHi y small 

46 HamsHin vsio r 

47 Mads nes lr 
cash, lo' short 


4SSlj*ch 
45 Fniy 
irmmrg 
50 Pocket bread 
52T*iet 
53- Slufljpsh 

55 Foriaoe ted 

56 McClaratWi 

57 Ger T 
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FOR SALE; 

Great Deal!! 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Floating week (1-52) 

2 Bdr / 2 Bath (Even Years) 
US$2,500.00 
Call 737-3000 

ken@ by ya ru b atim e s ha res . co m 

www, buy a ru bati mesh ares.com 

211645 



CUIDfl BO 01DQ 


Aruba Home Minders 


HOME FOR SALE 

Reduced to sell $249,000.00 

PANORAMIC ISLAND & OCEAN VIEWS 



Cunniiao 2M 
High Rise Hotel area 
3 bedroom/ 2 bath home 
Large Coiner lot w mature gardens f S4Sm2 
Perfect family home or invest merit property 


lor private tour and directions 

Cell: 733-4663 
in minders, «sn 


<KU 





San Barbola 292 

This property is built on 
6468 sf of property land. 
The property comes fully 
fenced in, with alarmsyi- 
tem, modern European 
kitchen, separate stor^ 
age/lsundry area, nicely 
landscaped garden and 
much more. Layout!: 
Living room, dining room, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms & covered 
back porch. 


Aruba Real Estate 

lr ;|,j rer.drntly Cwnid And Qpw-t'ed 


US$ 225.000,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


T#DAY B0NDIA 



Classifieds 


Time Share -Re/Sales 
Do you Want to Sell your 
Time Share in Aruba ? 

let us just do it for you f 
30 years in the business, 
more information 
ca II: 0 0 5999-518-2984 
info@aru bati metra vel . co m 

www. ar u bati metra ve I. co m 

211639 

Time-Share Resales 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio week 9 room #1204 
20 weeks remain on the 
contract 9 can be accelerated 
nice view on Palm Beach 
price :$7000 
more information 
call :005999-516-29 84 
info @aru bati metra ve I . com 

www. arubaii me tra ve I. co m 

211639 

Time-Share Re/Sales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week 10/11 
room #2121 

pool/ocean view ground floor 
walk to the pool price;$850G 
each 1 bedroom week 10 
room #2138 
Harbor view:$8000 
more information 
ca 11:005999-518-2984 
www.ar u bati me t ra ve I . co m 

211619 

Time -Share Re/Sales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week 9 and 10 room 
#2407 

Pool/Ocean View, 

Price :$9500 each 

more information call:005999- 

SI 8-2984 

info@arubati metra vel .com 

www.ar u bati me t rave I . co m 

211639 

Time -Share Re/Sales 
Casa del Mar 

2 bedroom week 9 room #1208 
pool/ocean view 

price :$ 16000 

more information call:005999- 
SI 8-2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www. arufaati metra vel. co m 

211639 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week room price 


1+2 

517 

$ 19,000 

19 

137 

S 9,000 

14 

348 

S 11,500 

B 

561 

$ 9,000 

13 

501 

S 9,900 

14 

349 

SI 1,000 

10 

521 

S 8,500 

9 

135 

S 9.000 

9 

501 

$8,500 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


211617 

FOR SALE 
Divi Links wk 12 

Unit 2110 1-BD ground floor at 
pool, birdie bldg. US$ 17,000 
32 wk left in contract owner on 
island till 3-28-15 
MGHLDH1953@gm ail.com 

211603 

CASA DEL MAR WEEKS 7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps 6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks of 
Feb desirable time) 

Mrs. Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 

211635 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
by owner at Divi Golf wk S&9 

Both studio units more than 32 
wks S20.000 for both call after 

march Beall US 419-269-9040 

211611 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana wk 11&12 

1 Bedr Dlx, 2 bath 

2 Balconies (D Unit) 
Tremendous Price 
$5,500.00 (per wk) 

Call 737-3000 

ke n@b u var u b a tlm es h a res . co m 

www, b u yaru batimes ha res .com 

21164-5 

FOR SALE; 

Motivated Seller 
Divi Village wk 9 

1 Bedr $13,000.00 (offers Acp) 
Grd FI. Eagle Unit, lake & Golf 
C. view 
Call 737-3000 

ke n @ b u yaru b a tim es h a res .co m 

www. b u yaru ba fi mesh ares, com 

211645 

FOR RENT-FOR RENT 
La Cabana 1 Bdr/2Bth 

(March 13-March 20) 

March 20-March 27) 

Deluxe One Bdr (D-Unit) 
US$850.00 

ken@rentarubatimeshares.com 

www. rentaru ba tim esha res. co m 

211645 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjesfati 

Dr. Mungra 

EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLI5 

IOC 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVAN ETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

564-5000 

FIRE DEFT. 

115 

FIRE DEFT. 

582-1108 

FOLlS upline 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

Oran jested: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 

San Nicolas Aloe Tel: 5S4-46C6 

INFORMATION 

116 

SETAR 

582 -2116 

TAXI 

582 -5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


March 12 

Legend of the Seas 


Arubc Aiporl 
American Airline 
Avi anca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spi rit Aid in e s 
Ti ara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 
5S2-270Q 
588-0059 
588-1 900 
588-9314 
588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

let: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction., 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDAGON 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

| FA DA) Tel 533-2999 


FUNDAGON 
Res p eta mi 
Tel 582-4433 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
To 1^583-330 S _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-3989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 / 5 B 6 -6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Blood ban Ik Aruba 
Tol: 587-0002 
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MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 
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Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 
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Bomb-sniffing elephants? Not so nutty, US Army says 


CHRISTOPHER TGRCHIA 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

Armed with a sharp sense 
of smell, dogs have a long 
history of detecting explosives 
for their human handlers. 
Trained rats sniff out land 
mines from old African wars. 
In Croatia, researchers have 
tried to train bees to identify 
TNT. 

Mow elephants. New research 
conducted in South Africa 
and involving the U.S. military 
shows they excel at identifying 
explosives by smell, stirring 
speculation about whether 
their extraordinary ability can 
save lives. 

"They work it out very, very 
quickly," said Sean Hensman, 
co-owner of a game reserve 
where three elephants 
passed the smell tests by 
sniffing at buckets and getting 
a treat of marula, a tasty fruit, 
when they showed that they 
recognized samples of TMT, a 
common explosive, by raising 
a front leg. Another plus: 
elephants remember their 
training longerthan dogs, said 
Stephen Lee, head scientist 
at the U.S. Army Research 
Office, a major funder of the 
research. 

The research comes as 
elephant populations across 
Africa are threatened. 
Poachers acrossthe continent 
have annually killed tens of 
thousands of elephants for 
their tusks in recent years 
because of a surge in demand 
for ivory in Asia, primarily 



in this photo taken on Thundery, June 13,2013 released by Adventure s With Elephants, an elephant 
tailed Chishuru is rewarded by David, left, on the target matter having completely a successful 
scent trial as colleague Sugar sits on top, in Bela-hela, north ot Pretoria, South Africa. 

Associated Press 


China. A pachyderm's 
potential prowess in detecting 
explosives was noticed In 
Angola, a country that many 
elephants had returned 
to after a 2002 peace deal 
ended a protracted war that 
saw many elephants being 
slaughtered. 

While there was peace, the 
land remained sown with 
mine fields. Some elephants 
seemed to intentionally 
avoid them, though it might 
not have been a scent 
that kept them away — 
they could Instead have 


associated those areas with 
danger because elephants 
had died there in the past, 
Researchers were Inspired 
to find out what was going 
on. Near Beia-Bela, a town 
north of the South African 
capital of Pretoria, elephants 
named Shan, Mussina and 
Chishuru were administered 
smelling tests. The elephants 
detected TNT samples 73 
out of the- 74 times that they 
encountered its odor in a 
line of buckets, said Ashadee 
Kay Miller, a zoology student 
at the school of animal. 


plant and environmental 
sciences at the University 
of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg. In the same 
tests, the elephants wrongly 
identified only 18 out of 502 
buckets as containing TNT, 
amounting to a 3.6 percent 
error rate. Miller said. In 
the buckets containing TNT, 
the explosive was dissolved 
in acetone on filter paper; 
only the acetone and filter 
paper were put in the other 
buckets. In a second set of 
tests, the elephants scored 
10 0 percent, detecting TMT 


in 23 out of 23 buckets when 
"distract or odors" of tea, 
bleach, soap and gasoline 
were placed In the other 
buckets, she said. Lugging 
around the huge mammals 
to mine fields wouldn't be 
practical, so one idea is to 
bring parts of the mine fields 
to them. Unmanned drones 
would collect scent samples 
from: mined areas; a trained 
elephant would then smell 
them and alert handlers 
to any sign of explosives, 
Hensman said. Lee, of the 
U.S. Army, said another aim 
is to "replicate that sense 
of smell" and incorporate it 
into electronic sensors that 
detect dangerous materials, 
building on research with 
dogs and rats. Lee said 
researchers are also thinking 
of designing a sensor based 
on an elephant trunk, which 
puffs out air, stirring up an 
area, and then sucks in air to 
smell. Florida International 
University participated in 
the initial research, and it 
was done on a "shoestring" 
budget with volunteers, he 
said. The findings did not 
surprise George Witte my er, 
an assistant professor at 
Colorado St ate U n Eve rs tty's 
department of fish, wildlife 
and conservation biology. 
Wittemyer, who was not 
involved In the South Africa 
survey, has studied elephants 
in Kenya. "Their world is 
primarily olfactory," he said. 
"The sensitivity is recognized 
as being unparallelect/'Q 
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Modernizing Cinderella 7 with humanity and the right stars 



in this Monday, March 2 r £01 $ photo, from left. Richard Madden, Lily James, and director Kenneth 
Branagh pose fora portrait daring press day lor "Cinderella" at the Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Fiim Writer 

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

Everyone knows the tale of 
Cinderella. 

The story of the beautiful girl 
who is forced into servitude 
by a wicked stepfamily, 
transformed tor a night 
by magic, and saved by 
a nameless prince has 
been around for centuries. 
But whie “Cinderella” is 
ingrained in the world’s 
consciousness, it’s also as 
outdated as a fairy tale 
can be. 

So why are audsences 
now getting an expensive 
retelling of the passe 
bedtime story, 65 years 
after Disney released its 
animated classic and just 
months after the screen 
version of “Into the Woods” 
poked fun at the tdea 
of insincere princes and 
delusional princesses'? 

For one. Disney’s five- 
action adaptations of its 
animated properties have 
become big business for 
ihe studio. Between “Alice 
m Wonderland” [301 Of and 
“Maleficent' 1 (3014}, Disney 
has grossed nearly $2 billion 
worldwide from mining 
their archives for material 
to update. The studio 
already has a live-action 
“Beauty and the Beast” 
and an “Alice” sequel in 
development. 

And yet, despite the 
to a-obvious business 

objectives, there is nothing 
cynical about the latesl 
“Cinderella,” which hits 
theaters on Friday. 

wanted Cinderella, 
without being entirely a 
dreamer, to see life not 
as it is but what it could 
be,” says director Kenneth 
Branagh, who was excited 
to get Ihe heroine out of a 
“time warp.” 

To cast his leads. Branagh 
applied the same theory as 
he did when helping to pick 
C hrss H e mswor th f c r “T her 
Choose relative unknowns, 
He landed on Lily James of 
the British show Ji Downton 
Abbey” which airs on PBS, 
and Richard Madden, a 
vet of HBO’s “Game of 
Thrones.” 

instead of making 
“Cinderella” dark and 
gritty or dystopian, which 
Branagh believes have 
become cliched, he and 


screenwriter Chris Weitz 
[“About a Boy”) imagined 
a world where she’s guided 
by a steadfast belief in 
kindness. It’s a mi ess age 
that Ella iearns as a child 
and holds dear as things 
worsen under the rule of 
her spiteful stepmother 
[Cate Blanchett and vain, 
doltish stepsisters [Holliday 
Grainger and Sophie 
McShera). 

The film succeeds because 
of its sincerity. “We couldn’t 
ever jump out of the movie 
and say, ‘You know, this is 
a bit silly and we're much 
cooler than this, by the 
way.’ We're daring to take 
this seriously,” Branagh said 
in a joint interview. 

Branagh encouraged 
James to read Mohandas 
Gandhi's works and other 
writings on spiritual journeys 
to prepare for her role, 
hoping that she could 
incorporate Ihe idea of 
nonvioent resistance into 
the character. 

“We present this world 
where we see the grown¬ 
up Cinderella tor the first 
time reading a book. 
There T s a curious mind in 
the house, It’s legit for her 
to have a sophisticated 
response to her position,” 
Branagh said. 

“The old fashioned view 
of a damsel in distress 
who needs a man to 


come and save her from 
her life is irrelevant and 
not a message we should 
be telling chidren these 
days, 1 ” added Madden, 
But Cinderella isn’t the only 
one given depth. All the 
characters are crafted with 
complexities, including the 
prince. 

“I just wanted to make a 
man who was worthy of 


BOGOTA, Colombia 

(AP) —■ American jazz 
trumpeter Wynton Marsalis 
is scratching a concert 
in Venezuela at a time 
of rising tensions that are 
making it harder for U.S, 
citizens to travel to the 
South American country. 
Marsalis and the Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Orchestra 
were scheduled fo 
perform Friday in Caracas 
and conduct workshops 
with the country’s E 
Sistema network of youth 
ensembles. 

The orchestra issued a 
statement that doesn't 
say why it’s cancelling 
the appearance, but says 
its presence right now in 
Venezuela could distract 
from El Ststema’s 40th 
anniversary celebration. 
President Nicolas Maduro 


Cinderella’s affections and 
love. She is this amazing, 
strong, brave woman. She 
doesn’t need Ihe prince.” 
Madden said. The leads 
are lively and excitable 
together, even after weeks 
of international travel and 
hotel-bound press sessions 
and the knowledge that 
their promotional tour is not 
even close to finished. 


Iasi week ordered the 
U.S. to reduce the size of 
its Embassy and made st 
mandatory for American to 


“Well Disney gives us these 
shots every morning," 
Madden }oked of his 
boundless energy. 

On the screen, their 
PG-rated chemistry is 
undeniable, Bsranagh 

orchestrated things so that 
they didn’t interact much 
before filming. He even 
planned out the shoot 
to begun with their first 
encounter.“Ken wanted to 
capture the energy of two 
young people meeting for 
the first time,” said James. 
To make things even more 
uncertain, Branagh put 
both on horseback and 
had them circling one 
another throughout the 
scene, allowing them the 
freedom to improvise. “It 
added a tension which was 
good for the scene.” said 
B r an ag h. ‘ T he audie nee 
intuits Shat it seems to be 
happening before our 
very eyes."While Madden 
and James do seem 
enormously comfortable 
with one another, their 
off-screen relationship is a 
professional one. During a 
photo shoot, James was 
asked to pose with one 
hand on Madden’s chest. 
“But doesn’t this make 
us look like a couple?" 
she asked, “Like. Lily and 
Richard, not Ihe Prince and 
Cinderella.” Q 


apply for a visa amid what 
he said are attempts by 
the (J,S. to oust his socialist 
government.Q 


Jazz musician Marsalis cancels 
Venezuela show amid tensions 



In this Sept. 20,2014, file photo, musician: Wynton Marsalis 
performs during a memorial service for actress Ruby Dee at 
The Riverside church in New York. 

Associated Press 















THURSDAY 12 MARCH 


"^PEOPLE & ARTS 



‘Blurred 

anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Waiter 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

jury’s verdict that Pharrefl 
Williams and Robin Thicke 
copied Marvin G aye's 
music to create their hit 
song “Blurred Lines” won't 
fust be fe t by the singer's 
pocketbooks — it has the 
potential to change how 
musicians work and could 
open the door to new 
copyright claims. 

An eight-person jury 
determined Tuesday that 
Williams and T hi eke copied 
elements of Gaye’s 1977 
hit “Got to Give It Up" and 
ordered the pair to pay 
nearly $7.4 million to the 
ate singer's three children, 
G aye's daughter, Nona 
Gaye, wept as the verdict 
was read and later told 
reporters, “Right now, I feel 
free. Free from ... PharreSI 
Wi Hi arms ’ a nd Ro b in Thi c k e's 
chains and what they tried 
to keep on us and the lies 
that were told," 

The music industry may 
feel new constraints in the 
coming years as artists 
— and lawyers — sort 
through the verdict and ;ts 
implications. 

Howard King, lead attorney 
forThicke and Williams, told 
furors in closing arguments 
that a verdict for the 
Gaye family would have a 
chilling effect on musicians’ 
trying to evoke an era or 
create an homage to fhe 
sound of earlier musicians. 
Williams contended during 
the trial that he was only 
trying to mimic the ‘Tee " 


Lines’ verdict likely to alter music business 



In this Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015 file photo, singer Robin Thicke 
performs at the 17th Annual GRAMMY Foundation Legacy 
Concert at the Wilshire EbetiTheatre in Los Angelos. 

Associated Press 


of Gaye’s late 1970s music, 
but insisted he did not use 
elements of his idol’s work. 
"Today’s successful verdict, 
with the odds more than 
stacked against the 
Marvin Gaye estate, could 
redefine what copyrigh! 
infringement means for 
recording artists,"said Glen 
Roths te in, an intellectual 
property attorney with the 
firm Greenberg Gtusker. 
“The Gaye verdict is 


precedential in that 
whereas prior to today, it 
was generally understood 
that paying homage to 
musical influences was an 
acceptable, and indeed 
commonplace way of 
conducting business and 
even showing respect 
for one’s musical idols, 
after today, doubt has 
been cast on where the 
line will be drawn for 
copyright infringement 


purposes," Rothstein said. 
The Gaye family wil seek 
an injunction against 
“Blurred Lines," which will 
give them leverage to 
negotiate for royalties and 
other concessions such as 
song writing credits. 

Music copyright trials are 
rare, but allegations that 
a song copses another 
artist's work are common. 
Recently, singers Sami Smith 
and Tom Petty reached an 
agreement that conferred 
song writing credit to Petty 
on Smith’s song. “Stay With 
Me.” The agreement was 
reached because Smith’s 
song resembled Petty’s hit 
“I Won’t Back Down.” 
“Unfortunately, today’s 
jury verdict has blurred the 
lines between protectable 
elements of a musical 
composition and the 
unprotectable musical 
style or groove exemplified 
by Marvin Gaye,” said 
Larry Iser, an inteiectual 
property lawyer who has 
represented numerous 
musicians, including 

Jackson Browne and David 
Byrne, in music copyright 
cases, “Although Gaye 
was the Prince of Soul, he 
didn’t own a copyright 
to the genre, and Thicke 
and Williams’ homage to 
the feel of Marvin Gaye is 
not infringing," King, who 
also represents numerous 
musicians, said record 
labels are going to become 
more reluctant to release 
music that’s similar to other 
works. That assertion was 
mocked by Richard Busch, 


the lead attorney for the 
Gaye family. “While Mr. 
Williams’ lawyer suggested 
in his closing argument that 
the world would come to 
an end, and music would 
cease to exist if they were 
found sable. I still see the 
sun shining. I still see the 
wind blowing, and I still see 
the clouds sn the sky. The 
world has not come to an 
end." Busch said after the 
verdict. Williams is a seven- 
lime Grammy Award 
winner whose songs lhat 
he’s either performed or 
produced have sold more 
than TOO million copies 
worldwide, His hit “Happy” 
has helped make him a 
household name, as has his 
work as a judge on NBC’s 
singing competition show, 
‘The Voice." Feminists 
have criticized Williams for 
producing “Blurred Lines," 
which they say promotes 
rape culture. 

Ihicke’s career may have 
more issues as a result of 
Tuesday’s verdict, since 
“Blurred Lines”was a global 
hit and his follow-up effort 
failed to connect with 
audiences, Levy said. 
Despite the verdict. Levy 
predicted lhat “Blurred 
Lines” will continue to 
make plenty of money for 
Williams, Thicke and in all 
likelihood the Gave family. 
“People aren’t going to 
stop playing it,” Levy said, 
adding that it will one day 
achieve a nostalgic status 
that other artists ’ songs now 
have. “It’s not just going to 
disappear. 


Review: ‘Goldeneye’ explores Ian Fleming’s Jamaican retreat 
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This book cover image 
released by Pegasus books 
shows “Goldeneye: Where 
Bond was Born: Ian Fleming’s 
Jamaica,” by Matthew Parker, 
Associated Press 


JENNIFER KAY 
Associated Press 

“Goldeneye” (Pegasus 
Books], by Matthew Parker 
James Bond ss a British icon, 
but the fictional spy hero 
realty was born in Jamaica, 
just as the Caribbean island 
gained its independence 
from the waning British 
empire. 

The relationship between 
Bond's author, Ian Fleming, 
and the island where he 
sough! to escape from 
dreary post-war Britain 
is explored in Matthew 
Parker's unique biography. 
“Goldeneye,” 

Fleming wrote all the Bond 
short stories and novels, 


which inspired an ongoing 
senes of blockbuster films, 
at his Goldeneye estate on 
Jamaica’s northern shore. 
He spent two months every 
year, from 1946 through 
his death sn 1964, at 
Goldeneye, and for awhile 
his own boozy, cigarette- 
fueled seductions rivaled 
those he created for Bond. 
Fleming’s neighbor in 
Jamaica was the British 
actor and playw right 
Noel Coward., and Parker 
carefully compares and 
dessects how the island and 
its residents are depicted in 
each man’s writing. Mostly, 
they viewed Jamaica 
as a backdrop, at best 


where the “island natives” 
are cheerful and sexy but 
neve? threatening. 

The fading of an empire 
weighed on Fleming as 
he developed escapist 
fantasies for Bond, 
the paragon of British 
intelligence and power. He 
found rich source material 
in Jamaican waters for 
Bond’s underwater action 
scenes, but he rarely 
troubled himself with is and 
drama beyond his jet-set 
social circle, 

Parker explores where 
Fleming would not, 
delving into Jamaica’s 
politics and economy, 
the legacy of 300 years 


of co onial rule and the 
emergence of the island 
as a tourist destination, a 
deve opmenf fueled partly 
by the glamour projected 
by Fleming and his friends. 
He also spells out what 
Coward and Fleming 
didn’t see coming — that 
t he tr tre pi c al-y e t-B ritish 

hideaway would be short¬ 
lived. and the island was 
ready for a change. 
Parker’s “Goldeneye" is 
an appealing Caribbean 
history dressed as pop 
culture, and he adds 
complexity fo Bond’s 
legacy of vodka martinis, 
car chases and women in 
bikin is. Q 
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Bullets Over Washington 



JOE NOCEHA 
© 2D IS New Yank lime* 

En 1906* Conv^ress passed, and 
Ronald Reagan signed into law. 
the Law Enforcement Officers 
Protection Act It directed the 
Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco. 
Firearms and Explosives to bars 
certain types of ammunition 
that could pierce the body ar¬ 
mor worn by police officers. The 
National Rifie Association had 
originally opposed Ihe legisla¬ 
tion - which, m fact,, was one of 
a series of events that caused a 
split between the NRA and most 
police associations - but Ihe log¬ 
ic behind it was irrefutable 
"Cerlatn forms of ammunition 
hove no legitimate sporting, 
recreational or self-defense use 
and thus should be prohibited, 
Reagan sard during the signing 
ceremony. The House of Repre¬ 
sentatives passed the measure 
by a vote of 400-21 
When the ATF wrote the regula¬ 
tions to outlaw “cop-killer but- 
tefs, ” as they were known,, the 
agency made an important 
distinction between two kinds 
af armonpenetrating bullets 
Those thot were used primarily 
for 'Sporting purposes”were still 
allowed, but those that could be 
used in handguns were banned 
As a practical matter, this meant 
that the agency was permitting 
rifle ammunition on the theory 
that rifles represented sporting 
weapons But criminals are likely 
to use handguns, which they 
can better hide on their person 
Although some armor-piercing 
bullets were ultimately banned, 
the regulations were largely un¬ 
con troversiaf. 

My, how things hove changed 
One thing that has changed is 
the handguns Seven or eight 
years ago, makers of assault 
rifles Irke the popular AR-t 5 be¬ 
gan making handgun versions of 
these powerful weapons. These 
handguns use the some bullets 
as the assault rifles, including 
some that are armor-piercing 
In addition, since 201 I, the ATF 
has received numerous requests 
from manufacturers to “exempt” 
ammunition they want to sell-m 
effecl, categonzmg armor-pierc- 
mg handgun bullets os being pri¬ 
marily for sporting purposes. 
Quite sensibly, the ATF realize a 
it needed to take another took 
at the issue of whether certain 
armor-piercing bullets that had 
long been associated with rifles 
were now more problematic 
because they could be used in 
these new, more lethal hand¬ 
guns. Agency employees met 
with industry representatives and 
taw enforcement officials. And 
East month, the ATF published 


a document outlining a new 
framework for deciding whether 
certain bullets that had been 
exempt should now be banned 
One bullet in particular, widely 
used by AR-15 owners and de¬ 
scribed by the ATF as -5.56- mm 
projectiles in SSI 09 and M955 
cartridges,” would be banned 
under the new framework. 'Afoy 2 
Because if used in handguns, 
they could kill cops 
Which, of course, leads to the 
second thing that has changed 
Congress no longer passes biils 
opposed by the NRA. even if the 
intent is to save the lives of police 
officers. Indeed, in the Obama 
era, the right-wing echo cham¬ 
ber rs quick to label even an ef¬ 
fort as benign - and as son e - as 
the ATF's proposed framework 
as yet another example of the 
president abusing his authority 
The NRA quickty labeled Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama o "dicta¬ 
tor.” Pro-gun bloggers screamed 
about this latest assault on their 
Second Amendment rights. 
"[Obama] wants to fake guns 
out of everybody's hands, and 
rf he can’t do that, he’s gonna 
take the bullets,“said Mr. Echo 
Chamber himself, Rush bm- 
baugh, 

And Congress 2 This week, 239 
House members - more than 
half of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives - sent a letter to B Todd 
Jones, the director of the ATF, 
telling him, in effect, to buzz off. 
[‘The effects of these restrictive 
interpretations are untenable ’] 
Jones willsoon be getting a simi¬ 
tar letter from the Senate side. If 
& hard to imagine that the ATF, 
already under siege, thanks to 
its botched Operation Fast and 
Furious, will be able to withstand 
this much congressional pres¬ 
sure. 

On Fndoy morning, I spoke to 
one of Ihe more thoughtful 
House conservatives, Scott Rigell 
of Virginia, who had signed on to 
the tetter. I told h im l couldn’t un¬ 
derstand why there was such a 
furor over armor-piercing bullets 
that could kill police officers 
"When I first heard about this,” 
he said, ‘1 was truly stunned ” 
Rrgell hod three objections First, 
the ammunition in question is 
widely available and has never 
been a problem for the police. 
Second, he agreed with those 
who said that the administration 
was trying to impose its "deeply 
held views” on the country by 
fiat And third, he felt that the 
coutd be the proverbial slippery 
slope. 

'If you conclude that this round 
6 armor-piercing, then you have 
opened the darn completely,” 
he said 

On Friday afternoon, however, I 
spoke to J. Thomas Manger, the 
chief of the Montgomery Coun¬ 
ty. Maryland, police depart¬ 
ment, and the president of the 
Major Cities Chiefs Association, 
which supports Ihe ATF effort 
'^Congress has asked them to 
make these kinds of decisions, 
and Congress should heed their 
recommendation,”he said. 
When I mentioned that armor- 
piercmg ammunition used to 
be called cop-killer bullels, he 
quickly corrected me. 

"They’re still called cop-killing 
bullets,’’Mangersaid. J 1 think ev¬ 
er/ cop understands that.’Q 



Only the Shadow 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2U 15 New Y oik Time* 

WASHINGTON - Somewhere in 
Smithsonian storage sits a por¬ 
trait of Bilf Clinton with two odd 
features He ^standing next to a 
shadow meant to- conjure Moni¬ 
ca Lewinsky’s blue dress, and he 
is not wearing his gold wedding 
ring. 

As we have been reminded by 
a recent wild cascade of stories, 
everything about the Clhtons is 
convoluted Nothing is simple, 
even a celebratory portrait 
Nelson Shanks, picked by Clinton 
to do he portrait for the National 
Portrait Gallery, revealed 1o the 
Philadelphia Daily News that he 
had used a blue dress on a man¬ 
nequin to evoke Ihe shadow of 
the Lewinsky scandal in the por¬ 
trait. 

I called the 77-year-old artist 1o 
ask about he devilish punking. 
“It's an extra little kick going on in 
the painting,” he said. L tt was a 
bit humorous, but there was also 
a sort of authenticity to it To do 
a PoElyanna, basically meaning¬ 
less, symboticafly neutral paint¬ 
ing of somebody that has had 
a powerful influence on society 
rs really copping out.” He said 
that C lin ton’s lack of a wedding 
band has no ulterior meaning, 
noting.’Tjustforgot the ring "But 
Clinton aides weren't buying it. 
He said when the omission first 
made news after the portrait 
was unveiled in 2006, Hillary Clin¬ 
ton sent him "a lovely little note 
saying don't worry about it, this £ 
just a tempest in a teapot ” 

In a blog post lastweek, Eugenie 
BkuIco, a Clinton administration 
staffer who led the search team 
for a White House portrait artist. 


said itwasn’t Shanks' attempt to 
put m "a moral compass” that 
grated [The C lin tons didn't even 
know about that.J Bisulcosard it 
wos that the portrait made Clin¬ 
ton look tike “a disheveled Ted 
Koppel ” 

Other Clmtomstas dismissed Ihe 
allegorical shadow as “puFa- 
bunny-in-the-pol crazy " 

Shanks satd it was ‘like an ice 
pick going through my back” 
when he learned that hrs portrait 
was "exiled to the dark recesses” 
in 2009. On a visit to the museum 
a year and a half ago, he heard 
a docent telling a four group 
that the Clintons put the kibosh 
on the panting 

He asked Kim Safet. now di¬ 
rector of the National Portrait 
Gallery, and she confirmed his 
darkest fears in an email, saying 
that they took it down because 
the Clintons disliked it. But, in re¬ 
sponse to a query, Sajet admit¬ 
ted that she was 'Vepea ling un¬ 
founded goss.p,’’according to a 
spokeswoman, and insisted that 
the painting is merely in rotation. 
Shortly after the art imbroglio 
broke, an email imbroglio broke. 
The Times’ Michael Schmidt 
reported that, as secretary of 
state, Hillary did not preserve 
her official correspondence on 
a government server and exclu¬ 
sively used a private email ac¬ 
count. She used a private server 
linked to her Chappaqua home, 
onfy turning over cherry-picked 
messages in December at the 
Stale Department's request 
Given the paranoid/legalese 
perspective that permeates 
Clmtonland. the made sense It's 
hard to request emails from an 
account you don’t know exists. 
And your own server can shield 
you from subpoenas and other 
requests. If you want records 
from the Clinton server, you have 
to fight for them Clinton Inc can 
tough it out and even make stuff 
disappear. Instead of warning 
the secretary that she could be 
violating regulalions, her aides 
fetishned her clin1onemail.com 
account as a status symbol. 
Chelsea took on the pseudonym 
Diane Reynolds 

Near midnight on Wednesday, 
Hillary Iweeted that she had 
asked the State Department 


Knows 

to release the emails she had 
coughed up when pressed, not¬ 
ing "1 want Ihe oublic to see my 
email " 

Less Irue words were never spo¬ 
ken. 

Schmidt’s scoop followed The 
Wall Street Journal revelation 
that at least 60 companies that 
lobbied the State Department 
when Hilary was in charge had 
funneled more than $26 million 
to the Clinton Foundation 
Certainly. Hillary wants a lei of 
conlrol. She has spent a lifetime 
cleaning up messes sparked by 
her overweening desire for con¬ 
trol and her often out-of-controt 
mate She always feared that 
her emails could become fod¬ 
der for critics, and now they 
have 

Everyone rs ioobng for signs in 
how Hillary approaches 2016 to 
see whether she's teamed les¬ 
sons from past trouble. But the 
minute this story broke, she went 
back to the bunker, even though 
she hod known for months that 
the Republicans knew about 
the account. The usual hatchets 
- Philippe Rernes, David Brock, 
Lanny Davis and Sidney Btumen- 
that- got busy. 

The Clintons don't sparkle with 
honesty and openness. Be¬ 
tween hrs lordly appetites and 
her queenly prerogatives, you 
Oit/vays feel as if there’s some¬ 
thing afoot. Everything needs to 
be o secret, from the Rose Law 
Firm records that popped up in 
a White House closet two years 
after they were subpoenaed 
to the formulation of her health 
care plan 

Yet the Clintons always act as 
though it’s bad form when you 
bring up their rule-bending. They 
want us to compartmentalize, 
just as they do, to connect the 
dots that form a pretty picture 
and leave the other dots alone. 
If you're aspiring ta be the sec¬ 
ond president in the family, why 
is it so hard to be straight and 
direct and stand for something? 
Why can't you just be upright 
and steady and good 2 
Given oil the mistakes they’ve 
mode, why do they keep mak¬ 
ing them? Why do they some¬ 
how never do anything that 
doesn't involve shadows?Q 
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Irish Stew with lamb and potatoes in Mew Yerk, With St, Patrick's bay Just around the corner, you may be thinking about corned beef and cabbage, and there's 
nothing wrong with that, but it's Irish-American. For something that may actually be served on trish soil, have a go at a proper Irish stew. 

(Evan Sung.'The New York Times) 
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With 5t„ Patrick’s Day just 
around the corner, you 
may be thinking about 
corned beef and cab¬ 
bage. There’s nothing 
wrong with it, but that’s 
Irish-A meric an. For some¬ 
thing that may actually be 
served on Irish soil, have a 
go at a proper Irish stew. 
The epitome of comfort 
food,, traditional rish stew 
needs only a few ingre¬ 
dients: meat, onions and 
potatoes, with salt and 
pepper. In southern Ire¬ 
land, carrots are added, 
and some cooks venture 
so far as to add turnips, 
parsnips or rutabaga. 
Parsley or a sprig of thyme 
may go into the pot, too. 
For a true Irish stew, stick¬ 
lers say, you must use mut¬ 
ton. 8ut it’s not so easy to 
find mutton in North Amer¬ 
ica. Mutton is meat from a 
grown-up sheep, at least 
2 years old. If has a some¬ 


what pronounced flavor 
and requires a fair amount 
of cooking time. 

Hogget makes a good 
stew, too, but you proba¬ 
bly won’t find that, either, 
!t T s the same creature in 
adolescent form, when it's 
not yet mutton but no lon¬ 
ger lamb - 1 to 2 years old. 
Thankfully, a frne stew 
can also be made with 
lamb, which is a yea? old 
or less, and there is lots 
of iamb available here, 
Lamb used to be strictly 
a springtime treat, but 
modern husbandry has 
made it possible to have 
it in every season. It is mild 
tasting and tender, good 
for roasting and grilling, as 
well as braising. 

As for how to cook it, most 
agree the meat should be 
browned first, but there 
are those who simply 
throw everything into the 
pot and let it all gently sim¬ 
mer. Slow cooking ss key. 
As with all stews, making it 


a day ahead yields better 
results and helps with de¬ 
greasing. 

Depending upon prefer¬ 
ence, Irish stew may be 
served p-cin and brothy 
(father like a pot-au-feu), 
or in a thicker gravy. You 
can rely on disintegrat¬ 
ing potatoes to thicken if 
a bit, or a flour-and-water 
slurry or roux may be used. 
Some cooks add a little 
barley at the beginning 
instead. 

The Irish chef Darina Al¬ 
len, of Ballymalce Cook¬ 
ery School in County 
Cork, suggests layering 
the meat and vegetables 
but leaving the potatoes 
at the top of the pot be¬ 
fore putting on the lid. 
so they hod their shape 
and steam while the stew 
cooks - a very nice idea. 
Despite all these variables, 
this much is sure: The aro¬ 
mas from the kitchen will 
be heavenly. 


IRISH STEW 
Time: 1 1/2 hours 
Y-ieJd: 6 to 3 servings 

3 pounds lamb shoulder 
cut in 2-inch chunks (or 
use thick shoulder chops} 
Salt and pepper 

4 tablespoons vegetable 
oil 

2 pounds onions (about 6 
medium (, cut in wedges 

1 pound carrots (about 
6 medium), cul in 3-inch 
lengths 

4 cups chicken, veal or 
beef broth [or water) 

1 large sprig thyme 

3 pounds russet potatoes 
[about 12 small), peeled 
and halved, or cul in 
2-inch thick slices 

1. Pat lamb dry and sea¬ 
son well with salt and pep¬ 
per, Put oil in a heavy- 
bolfomed soup pot over 
medium-high heat. Brown 
meat on all sides, working 
in batches. 

2. Set meat aside and add 
onions and carrots to pot. 
Season with salt and pep¬ 


per. Cook vegetables, stir¬ 
ring. until tightly browned, 
about 5 minutes. Heat 
oven to 350 degrees. 

3. Return meat to pot, 
add broth and bring to a 
simmer. Put in thyme sprig 
and arrange potatoes on 
top. (It’s fine if potatoes 
are not completely sub¬ 
merged.} Season pota¬ 
toes, cover pot and trans¬ 
fer to oven. 

4. Bake for about 1 hour, 
until lamb is quite ten¬ 
der when probed with a 
skewer or paring knife. 
Remove fat from top of 
broth. Ladle stew into shal¬ 
low bowls and serve. 

Note: Alternatively, cook 
stew on stovetop instead 
of baking: keep cov¬ 
ered at a gentle simmer 
for about 1 hour. For a 
thicker slew, crush a few 
of the potatoes from the 
stew and simmer in broth, 
or thicken with a slurry of 
flour and water (about 4 
tablespoons flour).Q 























